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Dear Xxxx,

Welcome to the first lesson of course 106 on the five major prophet books.  There are only five lessons in this course, but three of the books, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel are quite large, so plan to take a good bit of time getting done with those three lessons.  

All of these books are prophecy books.  That means we will find a lot of figurative language in them as well as visions and dreams.  This will be challenging but rewarding.  We are looking forward to studying with you.

Enclosed is a paper called "How These Courses Work."  Please make sure you are familiar with what it says.

Enclosed is also the first lesson of the course.

We are looking forward to studying the major prophet books of the Old Testament with you.

God bless you,

Thor

Pastor Thor Carden

PO Box 299

Madison, TN 37116

(615) 594-2269

pastor@tntcarden.com

http://www.tntcarden.com/LBC
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106 Major Prophets

Introduction

Below is the chart we used in 104 The History of God's People.  If you will notice the major prophets are in bold on this copy of the chart.   These prophets are called major because their books are larger, not because they are more important than the "minor prophets."  Lamentations is a short book, but it is included as one of the "major" prophets' books because was written by Jeremiah and was probably part of the same scroll.

The dates and divisions are not exact.  Isaiah, for instance actually began his ministry around 740 to 750 B.C. and ended around 700 to 690 B.C.  So, his book could be shown in both the "Divided Kingdom" and "Judah Alone" sections as II Kings is.

Outline of The History of God's People (Save this chart for later reference)
Time Period*
Bible Books
Narrative

The Age of the Patriarchs

2025 BC - 1650 BC
Genesis Chapters 11-50

I Chronicles (to 1000 BC**)
The life stories of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob's 12 sons.

Egyptian Sojourn & Bondage

1650 BC - 1475 BC
The last few chapters of Genesis & the first few chapters of Exodus
They began with a favored status but when Egypt was conquered, it changed.

Wandering in the Wilderness

Mid 1400's
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
They were fearful instead of faithful so Promised Land went to their children.

Conquest of Canaan - Judges

1425 BC - 1075 BC
Joshua, Judges, Ruth

I Samuel (1st part **)
They conquered promised land and lived without a ruler for almost 400 years.

United Israel

1075 BC - 950 BC
II Chronicles (1000 BC - 725 BC**)

I Samuel (2nd Part**) & II Samuel
Kings Saul, David & Solomon ruled all of Israel

Divided Kingdom

950 BC - 725 BC
I & II Kings (1st part**), Obadiah, Joel, Jonah, Amos, Isaiah, Hosea, Micah
The 10 northern tribes (Israel) became separate country from Judah.  

Judah Alone

725 BC - 600 BC
II Kings (2nd part**), Zephaniah, Nahum, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Habakkuk
Israel was taken into captivity leaving only the Jews in the south.

The Babylonian Captivity

600 BC - 525 BC
Ezekiel, Daniel
The temple was destroyed and the Jews taken into captivity for about 70 years.

The Restoration

525 BC - 350 BC
Ezra, Haggai, Zechariah, Esther, Nehemiah, Malachi
The Jews returned to the land and rebuilt Jerusalem and the temple.

Intertestamental Period

350 BC - Birth of Jesus
Apocrypha, the "extra" books.  Historical truth, but not inspired.
Conquered by Greeks, successful rebellion later, taken over by Romans

The Church of Jesus Christ

Birth of Jesus - 100 AD
The New Testament
Life, death, & resurrection of Jesus

Acts and other writings of the Apostles

* All dates are approximate     ** Some books span more than one time period
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