The Psalms are songs and poetry.  The reason they do not rhyme is because they are Hebrew poetry, not English poetry.  Hebrew poetry is based on meaning rather than meter and rhyme.  It is called parallelism, because the meanings are written in parallel patterns.  Usually the pairs mean the same thing, but sometimes they mean the opposite.  Let's take the familiar Psalm 23 as an example.  In Hebrew poetry the first pair is frequently not well understood until you read the whole Psalm, which I think is the case here.

(1) The LORD is my shepherd, 
I will be cared for.

I shall not want. 
I will be cared for.

(2) He makes me lie down in green pastures;
He takes care of my physical needs.

He leads me beside quiet waters.
He takes care of my physical needs.

(3) He restores my soul;
He takes care of my spiritual needs.

He guides me in the paths of righteousness For His name's sake.
He takes care of my spiritual needs.

(4) Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me;
I have nothing to fear.

Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.
I have nothing to fear.

(5) You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
You bless me more than I could ever have hoped or expected.

You have anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows.
You bless me more than I could ever have hoped or expected.

(6) Surely goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life,
God will love me forever.

And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
God will love me forever.

Notice also the parallelism within parallelism.  In the first three verses the psalmist is talking to his readers, (calling God "He"), but in the final three verses the psalmist is talking to the Lord, (calling God "You").  Note also that the first and last verses are similar in meaning.  The second and fifth verses talk about physical comfort.  The third and fourth verses mention travel.  This is Hebrew poetry – patterns in the meanings rather than the sounds.  If you look for and find these patterns as you read the Psalms, it will help your understanding, and make you more able to enjoy the beauty of the poetry.

Psalm 1 has some intricate patterns.  In addition to the normal parallelism it has some triple parallelism and some contrasting parallels - i.e. opposite in meaning instead of the same in meaning.  

(1) How blessed is the man 
Triple parallelisms

         who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked,
Does not go the way of evil people

         Nor stand in the path of sinners,
Does not go the way of evil people

         Nor sit in the seat of scoffers!
Does not go the way of evil people

(2) But his delight is in the law of the LORD,
He loves God's law

         And in His law he meditates day and night. 
He loves God's law

(3) He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water,
Triple parallelisms

         Which yields its fruit in its season
He thrives

         And its leaf does not wither;
He thrives

         And in whatever he does, he prospers. 
He thrives

Contrasting parallel to verse 3 and triple parallel with self

(4) The wicked are not so, 

        But they are like chaff which the wind drives away.
The evil ones do not go to heaven

(5) Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
The evil ones do not go to heaven

        Nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous. 
The evil ones do not go to heaven

Contrasting parallel with self

(6) For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
The good ones are preserved

         But the way of the wicked will perish.
The evil ones die

Notice how the first part of verse 6 parallels verses 1-3 and the second part of verse 6 parallels verses 4 & 5.

Most of Job is Hebrew poetry as well.  Here is an example.

Job 4:1-6 Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered, 

(2) If one ventures a word with you, will you become impatient?
I need to speak to you

         But who can refrain from speaking? 
I need to speak to you

(3) Behold you have admonished many,
You words have helped others

         And you have strengthened weak hands. 
You have helped others

(4) Your words have helped the tottering to stand,
You words have helped others to stand

         And you have strengthened feeble knees. 
You have helped others to stand

(5) But now it has come to you, and you are impatient;
You can dish it out, but you can not take it

         It touches you, and you are dismayed. 
You can dish it out, but you can not take it

(6) Is not your fear of God your confidence,
Don't you believe in your righteousness?

        And the integrity of your ways your hope?
Don't you believe in your righteousness?

Notice how the structure of 3 and of 4 parallel each other.

Most of Proverbs is Hebrew poetry.  Here is an example.

Proverbs 3:1-8 (1) My son, 
do not forget my teaching,
Remember what I am telling you (mentally)

   But let your heart keep my commandments; 
Remember what I am telling you (emotionally)

(2) For length of days and years of life
It will help you have a longer life (notice the parallel within the parallel - days and years

   And peace they will add to you. 
It will help you have a longer life (lack of warfare gives you better chance of survival)

(3) Do not let kindness and truth leave you;
Parallel to verse 1

   Bind them around your neck,
Connect them to you closely (external)

   Write them on the tablet of your heart. 
Connect them to you closely (internal - contrast to external)

(4) So you will find
 favor and 
In the sight of God and man.
You will look good to God and man


good repute

You will look good to God and man

(5) Trust in the LORD with all your heart
Trust God completely

   And do not lean on your own understanding. 
Trust God completely (by contrast)

(6) In all your ways acknowledge Him,
Do things God's way
Notice how the first part of 6 parallels verse 7 and the second part of 6 parallels verse 8.  Also, compare 6-8 with 1-2.

   And He will make your paths straight. 
It will be good for you


(7) Do not be wise in your own eyes;
Do things God's way


   Fear the LORD and turn away from evil. 
Do things God's way


(8) It will be healing to your body
It will be good for you


   And refreshment to your bones. 
It will be good for you


The parallel between 1&2 with 6-8 might define a stanza of the poem, opening and closing with the same idea.  The proverbs between the two also seem to support the same general idea.

Some of Ecclesiastes and most of Song of Solomon is Hebrew poetry as well.  Other Bible books have sections of Hebrew poetry.  You will even find it in the New Testament.  

Look at 1st John 2:12-13.  Even though John wrote in Greek, he apparently was still thinking in terms of Hebrew poetry.   

(12) I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you for His name's sake. 
(13a) I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning 
(13b) I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one

(13c) I have written to you, children, because you know the Father.
(14a) I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the beginning
(14b) I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one.

Interestingly, in the original Greek these three verses are also in the form Greek poetry, which was signified by having meter like English poetry.  When reading the Bible, be aware whenever you see parallelism, the writer was waxing poetic.  Expect highly figurative language.

Try this kind of analysis on 1st John 1:5-10.  Yes, you can do it.  Yes, you can.

