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105 The Poetry Books

Lesson 5 – Song of Solomon

This book's title sometimes varies in different bibles.  Song of Solomon, Song of Songs, and Canticles are all used as names of this book.  Like most of the books in this course it is almost entirely poetry.  Solomon is the author.

At first glance this book appears to be an exchange of love poems between a man and a woman.  However, on closer examination it becomes clear that this is a dialogue between God and His people; between Jesus Christ and His bride, the church; between Our Lord and us.  Because marriage on earth is meant to be a sign and symbol of the Lord God's relationship with His people, the book can also be interpreted as a good marriage manual, as well.

Chapter 1 – The bride talks about her love for the bridegroom, Solomon.  Solomon replies along the same lines.  Please read Song of Solomon chapter 1 and answer the following questions:

[1A]  What was the bride doing before her marriage?  __________________________________
[1B]  What does he promise will be made for her?  ____________________________________
[1C]  To what does he compare her eyes?  _____________  

Chapter 2 – The bride talks about how his love for her makes her feel, and then goes back to admiring him.  It sounds as if he is not present and she is missing him.  She quotes a couple of things he has said to her that she really liked.  Please read Song of Solomon chapter 2 and answer the following questions:

[2A]  What does she want to cure her lovesickness?  ________________________  

[2B]  Where does she want his hands?  ___________________________________________  

[2C]  Who does she say they belong to?  _________________________ 

Picture of a woman

Picture of a man and woman looking into each others eyes.

Chapter 3 – While she is waiting for his return, she has a bad dream about him, which troubles her, but ends well.  In the dream she goes out looking for him at night, and finally finds him.  The long awaited day of the wedding arrives.  Compare this chapter with us waiting for the return of Jesus Christ.  Please read Song of Solomon chapter 3 and answer the following questions:

[3A]  In her dream who does she ask about where her bridegroom is?  _________________________
[3B]  How many men guard the returning king?  ______________ 

[3C]  What color is the seat on which the king sits?  ________________ 

Chapter 4 – Solomon again declares his admiration and love for his bride.  Please read Song of Solomon chapter 4 and answer the following questions:

[4A]  To what does he compare her hair?   ____________________________________ 

[4B]  To what does he compare her teeth?  ____________________________________ 

[4C]  What drips from her lips?  __________  

Chapter 5 – The marriage feast is completed and the honeymoon begins.  She tells him about how much she missed him and about her bad dream.  She talks about her admiration for him some more.  Please read Song of Solomon chapter 5 and answer the following questions:

[5A]  To what does she compare his hair?  _____________________________________  

[5B]  To what does she compare his eyes?  _______________ 

[5C]  To what does she compare his hands?  _____________________________ 

Picture of a man running

Chapter 6 – Here the dialogue picks up the pace and it is sometimes hard to tell who is saying what to whom.  It is clear they are very pleased with each other.  Please read Song of Solomon chapter 6 and answer the following questions:

[6A]  She is more beautiful than who?  ___________________________________________
[6B]  She asks him to quit staring at her, even in admiration.  Why?  __________________________
[6C]  How do we know it is her temples that are like a slice of a pomegranate?   ___________________
Chapter 7 – He admires her for the first few verses and then she closes the chapter answering in kind.  Please read Song of Solomon chapter 7 and answer the following questions:

[7A]  To what does he compare her neck?  __________________________________  

[7B]  What does her breath smell like?  ________________  

[7C]  Where are they going for their honeymoon?  ____________________________________  

Chapter 8 – Again the dialogue picks up the pace making it sometimes difficult to determine which of them is speaking.  Please read Song of Solomon chapter 8 and answer the following questions:

[8A]  What can not put out the fire of love?  _______________________________________  

[8B]  What would she do if she found him outside?  ______________________ 

[8C]  What does she give him for a wedding present?  ______________________  

Picture of a woman dancing

---------------------------  SONG OF SOLOMON ANSWERS  ---------------------------

[1A]  What was the bride doing before her marriage?  Taking care of a vineyard  SOS 1:6

[1B]  What does he promise will be made for her?  Gold and silver jewelry  SOS 1:11

[1C]  To what does he compare her eyes?  Doves  SOS 1:15

[2A]  What does she want to cure her lovesickness?  Sweet food  SOS 2:5

[2B]  Where does she want his hands?  She wants a good hug  SOS 2:6

[2C]  Who does she say they belong to?  Each other SOS 2:16

[3A]  In her dream who does she ask about where her bridegroom is?  The night watchman  SOS 3:3

[3B]  How many men guard the returning king?  Sixty SOS 3:7

[3C]  What color is the seat on which the king sits?  Purple SOS 3:10

[4A]  To what does he compare her hair?  A flock of goats  SOS 4:1  (Don't try this with your girl!)

[4B]  To what does he compare her teeth?  A flock of sheep SOS 4:2  (None of the lambs are missing, which would suggest she had all her teeth.  Again, do not try this at home.)

[4C]  What drips from her lips?  Honey  SOS 4:11  (This one might still work today.)

[5A]  To what does she compare his hair?  Clusters of dates  SOS 5:11 (Better than a flock of goats, I guess, but still odd, to us in today's culture.)

[5B]  To what does she compare his eyes?  Doves SOS 5:12

[5C]  To what does she compare his hands?  Rods of gold SOS 5:14

[6A]  She is more beautiful than who?  All women SOS 6:1 AND/OR 60 Queens & 80 Concubines SOS 6:8-9

[6B]  She asks him to quit staring at her, even in admiration.  Why?  It confuses her.  SOS 6:5 (Grammatically it could have also been him that said it, but does that sound like a man to you?)

[6C]  How do we know it is her temples that are like a slice of a pomegranate?  They are behind a veil.  SOS 6:7 (Only the bride wore a veil.)

[7A]  To what does he compare her neck?  A tower of ivory  SOS 7:4

[7B]  What does her breath smell like?  Apples  SOS 7:8

[7C]  Where are they going for their honeymoon?  Out in the country  SOS 7:11

[8A]  What can not put out the fire of love?  No amount of water  SOS 8:7

[8B]  What would she do if she found him outside?  Kiss him  SOS 8:1

[8C]  What does she give him for a wedding present?  A vineyard  SOS 8:12

I am  the rose

of Sharon, and  the lily of the

valleys. As the lily among thorns,

so is my love among the daughters. As

the apple tree among the trees of the wood,

so is my beloved among the sons. I sat down

under his shadow with great delight, and his

fruit was sweet to my taste.  He brought

me to the banqueting house, and his

banner over me was love.

Song of Solomon 2:1-4
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     Name: ______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.                                                 Do not forget to include your name
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1) Solomon calls his bride, his sister, five times.  (Verses SOS 4:9-12 & SOS 5:1-2)  What do you think he is talking about?
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2) Some have suggested that SOS 6:4 is a picture of the church returning with the King for the final battle with Satan and his forces.  What do you think and why?
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3) In the closing verses of chapter 8 a wedding present is given by the bride to the bridegroom, although he clearly did not need it.  What are you going to give Jesus for a wedding present when He brings the church to that first feast in heaven?
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4) How do you want your name spelled on your course certificate?
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5) What is the most interesting thing you learned while studying this lesson on Song of Solomon?
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6) Do you have any questions for us?
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7) What are your prayer requests?
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