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105 The Poetry Books

Lesson 4 - Ecclesiastes

The title of the book literally means "someone who speaks to a gathering."  Loosely translated that is "the Preacher."  The book is a sermon that points out that since everything we like to do is basically futile and useless; the best way to spend our time is obeying God, and enjoying what He has put in our lives.  It answers the question, "Suppose there were no heaven or hell.  How then should we live?"  The idea is that even if there were no promise of eternal life, God's commandments are still the best thing for us to do.

Ecclesiastes says it was written by a son of David who was king in Jerusalem.  Exactly one person matches that description – Solomon.  However, his authorship is disputed by a number of theologians mostly because the language of Ecclesiastes is the kind of Hebrew they used around 200 to 400 B.C. and Solomon lived much before that, around 950 B.C.  Their argument is very poor.  Suppose over the next couple of thousand years all the King James Version bibles are lost and the only English Bibles that are left are more modern versions.  Someone in the future would be wrong to conclude from this, that there never was any King James Version bible at all, and English versions of the Bible did not come into existence until the 1900's.  Ecclesiastes says Solomon wrote it, so Solomon wrote it.

Psalms is entirely poetry.  Proverbs is almost entirely poetry.  Job is mostly poetry.  Ecclesiastes has only three poetry passages, but is still full of figures of speech.  As you read it, see if you can pick out which passages are poetry, and which are not.  The first quiz question asks about this.

The book uses the word "vanity" a lot.  It does not mean it in the usual sense of someone being too proud of their looks.  It means "vanity" in the sense of something having no real value, or being worthless, trivial or pointless.

Please read Ecclesiastes chapters 1 to 3 and answer the following questions.

[1A] As generations of people come and go, what remains forever? __________________________ 

[1B] What comes with much wisdom and increasing knowledge? _________________________ and ______________________________ 

[2A] After experimenting with gaining great wealth what does the Preacher call it all?____________

_________________________________ 

[2B] What is the source of food and happiness?  _________________________________
[3A] For what is there no time? _____________

_________________________________
[3B] What is a gift from God?

________________________________________________________________
Picture of king on throne

being spoiled by servants.

Please read Ecclesiastes chapters 4 to 6 and answer the following questions.

Why are two better than one? 

[4A]  _______________________________________________________________  

[4B] and _____________________________________________________________
[4C] and _____________________________________________________________
[4D] and _____________________________________________________________
[5A] What will not satisfy one who loves money?  ________________  

[5B] What keeps a rich man from sleeping? __________________________________  

[6A] What would be better than to live a life full of blessings, which you did not enjoy?     

        _____________________________________________________________  

Please read Ecclesiastes chapters 7 to 9 and answer the following questions.

[7A] What is better than haughtiness or arrogance?   ____________________________ 

[7B] Who has made both prosperous days and days of adversity?  ____________________  

[7C] How many righteous men do good all the time?   ___________________________ 

[8A] Why should we obey earthly authority?   ________________________________  

[8B] If you do not know what is going to happen, what else do you not know?

                                                     ________________________________________  

[9A] What is better than a dead lion?  ________________________ 

[9B] What is better than weapons of war?   _____________________ 
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Please read Ecclesiastes chapters 10 to 12 and answer the following questions.

[10A] What is obvious to other people?  ______________________________________  

[10B] What does a dull axe require?

        _______________________ or ___________________________  

[11A] Where does a tree lie?  ____________________________.  

[12A] When should the Creator be remembered? 

           ________________________________________________  

[12B] What should everyone do?   _____________________________ and

           ______________________________________________.  

[12C] What will God bring into judgment and determine if it is good or evil?  __________________ 

One man listens to another

apart from the crowd. Ecc 9:17

Picture of lazy man leaning

against dilapidated house.  Ecc 10:18

---------------------------  ANSWERS  ---------------------------

[1A] As generations of people come and go, what remains forever? The earth Ecc 1:4

[1B] What comes with much wisdom and increasing knowledge?  Much grief and increasing pain Ecc 1:18

[2A] After experimenting with gaining great wealth what does the Preacher call it all?  Vanity and chasing the wind Ecc 2:1-11

[2B] What is the source of food and happiness?  God  Ecc 2:24-25

[3A] For what is there no time?  Nothing  Ecc 3:1

[3B] What is a gift from God? Enjoying the fruits of our labor Ecc 3:13

Why are two better than one? 

[4A] They have a good return for their efforts Ecc 4:9 

[4B] and they can watch out for each other's safety  Ecc 4:10 

[4C] and they can keep each other warm  Ecc 4:11 

[4D] and they can better resist outside force  Ecc 4:12

[5A] What will not satisfy one who loves money?  Money  Ecc 5:10

[5B] What keeps a rich man from sleeping? His full stomach  Ecc 5:12

[6A] What would be better than to live a life full of blessings, which you did not enjoy?  Never to be born.  Ecc 6:2-6

[7A] What is better than haughtiness or arrogance?  Patience Ecc 7:8

[7B] Who has made both prosperous days and days of adversity?  God  Ecc 7:14

[7C] How many righteous men do good all the time? None Ecc 7:20

[8A] Why should we obey earthly authority?  It is God's will  Ecc 8:2

[8B] If you do not know what is going to happen, what else do you not know?  When it will happen.  Ecc 8:7

[9A] What is better than a dead lion?  A living dog Ecc 9:4

[9B] What is better than weapons of war?  Wisdom Ecc 9:18

[10A] What is obvious to other people?  The folly of a fool  Ecc 10:2-3

[10B] What does a dull axe require?  Harder work or sharpening  Ecc 10:10

[11A] Where does a tree lie?  Where it falls.  Ecc 11:3

[12A] When should the Creator be remembered?  While we are still young  Ecc 12:1-8

[12B] What should everyone do?  Fear God and keep His commandments.  Ecc 12:13

[12C] What will God bring into judgment and determine if it is good or evil?  Every act Ecc 12:14
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     Name: ______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.                                                 Do not forget to include your name
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1) Give the chapter and verses of one of the poetry passages you found in this book?  How do you know it was poetry?
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2) Please, explain what you think Ecc 1:15 is talking about.
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3) Please explain what you think Ecc 5:10-17 is talking about?
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4) Please explain what you thing Ecc 7:29 is talking about?
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5) What is the most interesting thing you learned while studying this lesson on Ecclesiastes?
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6) Do you have any questions for us?
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7) What are your prayer requests?
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