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105 The Poetry Books

Lesson 1 - Job

These first four pages are a guide for you to use as you read the Old Testament poetry book of Job.  When you have completed your reading assignments answer the questions on pages 5 & 6 and give them to us. 

We must be careful when quoting from Job, because there are a lot of speeches made by Satan, Job, and Job's three "friends" that have parts that are simply not true.  We discover how wrong they all are at the end of the book.

Many theologians believe that Job is the oldest book of the Bible.  The time period during which the events described in the book took place is thought to be around the time of Abraham, about four thousand years ago.  No one knows who wrote the book, since the book itself does not say.  Two theories frequently advanced are Moses wrote it or Job wrote it.  Some scholars disagree with all of this, and want to say it is a fictional play written shortly before the time of Jesus, which is incorrect.  My own theory is that it was written by one of the patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, or one of Jacob's sons.  Although it is Hebrew poetry and reads like a play, it really did happen.

The book of Job explores the question of why good people suffer.  The story opens in Heaven; with an accusation by Satan that Job is only righteous because God protects him.  God allows Satan to attack everything around Job.  In quick succession a series of disasters causes Job to lose his home, his flocks, his herds, and his children. He tears his robe in a sign of mourning, yet he still blesses the name of the Lord.  Satan again complains that Job is not really righteous.  Job is afflicted with painful sores.  His own wife urges him to curse God and die, yet “in all this Job did not sin with his lips.” 

Job's three friends come to "comfort" him in his suffering. Yet when Job complains about what is happening, all of them tell him, that his suffering must be the result of his having done wrong or because he rebelled against God in some way, for they cannot imagine a just and righteous God bringing such punishment on one who does not deserve it. They use Job’s claims of innocence as proof that he must be hiding some secret guilt.  Yet Job stands his ground, wishing for an audience with the Almighty. After Job’s final speech, we hear from Elihu, a young man who finds fault with Job’s friends for being unable to back up their accusations against Job, and with Job for questioning God.  Finally God himself speaks to Job, who responds in awe and humility.  After this Job prays for his three friends, and God restores his fortunes to twice what they were before. 

Introduction: God and Satan discuss Job.  Job loses all his possessions, children, and health.  (Chapters 1 & 2)  Job's three friends arrive to console him (Chapter 2) and Job complains to them.  (Chapter 3) Read Job Chapters 1-3 and answer the following questions.

[1] In the conversation between God and Satan who mentioned Job first?  ______ 

[2] What did Job's wife suggest he do, about the situation he was in? __________________________
[3] Job complains and wishes he was dead.  When in his life does he wish he had died?  ______________
First dialogues:  Each friend; Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar; accuses Job of sin and Job replies to each one.  Eliphaz accuses. (Job 4-5)  Job replies. (Job 6-7)  Bildad accuses. (Job 8)  Job replies. (Job 9-10)  Zophar accuses. (Job 11)  Job replies. (Job 12-14)  Read Job Chapters 4 to 14 and answer the questions below:

[4] What happens to those who sow trouble, and plant iniquity?  _______________________________________________________________
[5] How many miracles, marvelous things or wonders does God do?  _________________________
[6] What does Job demand to be taught, shown, or made to understand?  _______________________
[7] In Job 7:17-21 Job asks somebody a series of questions.  Who is he asking?  ________  

[8] God will not reject (or cast away) what sort of man?  _________________________________
[9] What is Job 9:9 talking about?  __________ 

[10] In which verse does Job say he would have liked to have died at birth?  __________________
[11] What are the limits of God? (KJV translates "limits" as "perfection") _______________________________________________________________
[12] Who has wisdom and understanding?  _______________________________________________________________
[13] Who does Job want to argue his case to or reason with?  ______ 

[14] According to Job, who has a short and troublesome life?  ________________ 

Second dialogues:  Each friend; Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar; accuses Job of sin and Job replies to each one.  Eliphaz accuses. (Job 15)  Job replies. (Job 16-17)  Bildad accuses. (Job 18)  Job replies. (Job 19)  Zophar accuses. (Job 20)  Job replies. (Job 21)  Read Job Chapters 15 to 21 and answer the questions below:

[15] Who is older than Job's father?  _____________________________________________ 

[16] What does Job think of the comforting he is getting from his 3 "friends"?  ____________________ 

[17] What does Job say is ready or waiting for him?  __________________  

[18] Whose light goes out? ______________________  

[19] Job still has hope, because he knows that his redeemer or savior does what?  __________  

[20] What reveals or exposes the iniquity or guilt of the wicked?  ____________  

[21] Job says that they can not comfort him because their answers are what? _____________________
Picture of woman looking down

on a man who is

scratching his arm.

Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die
Picture of four men talking

Then Job answered and said, I have heard many such things: miserable comforters are ye all.

Third dialogues:  Two friends, Eliphaz and Bildad, accuse Job of sin and Job replies to each one.  Eliphaz accuses. (Job 22)  Job replies. (Job 23-24)  Bildad accuses. (Job 25)  Job gives a lengthy reply. (Job 26-31)  Read Job Chapters 22 to 31 and answer the questions below: 

[22] Eliphaz accuses job of keeping food and drink away from whom?  ________________________
[23] Job claims that if God would judge him fairly he would be as pure as what?  ________  

[24] Job says that God does what about all the wickedness he sees?  ______________  

[25] Dominion or control belongs to who?  ______  

[26] In Job 26:2-3 is Job saying that Bildad is being helpful?  ______  

[27] How long does Job say he will keep his integrity?  __________________________  

[28] What is understanding?  _________________________________________________
[29] Who would stop talking to listen to Job's wisdom? __________________ 

[30] Job has been thrown or cast into the mud and mire and become like what?  _______ and _________
[31] Job says that if he has neglected the poor let his arm do what?  __________________________
Elihu's Speech:  Elihu arrives on the scene and gives a different perspective.   He finds fault with Job’s friends being unable to back up their accusations against Job, and with Job for questioning God.  Read Job Chapters 32 to 37 and answer the questions below:

[32] What made Elihu angry? _________________________________________________ and ________________________________________________________________
[33] Elihu promises that if Job will be quiet, silent or still Elihu will do what for him? _______________
[34] What will God never do?  ________________________________
[35] What will God ignore?  ____________________________________________
[36] What can not be found, counted, calculated, discovered, or searched out?  __________________ 

[37] Who tells the snow when to fall?  ______  

God is Sovereign: Job gets his requested audience with God and learns that God is sovereign.  (Meaning God can do whatever He likes, and owes no one an explanation.)  Finally Job is restored.  Read Job Chapters 38 to 42 and answer the questions below:

[38] When God speaks, where does His voice come from? ____________________________ 

[39] Who made the Ostrich stupid?  __________ 

[40] When God gives Job a chance to ask Him questions and accuse Him, what does Job do? ________________________________
[41] What is the name of the creature described in chapter 41?  ________________________________ 

[42] When did God restore Job? _________________________________________________________________
Picture of man kneeling

Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, 

And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD. 

------------------------------------- ANSWERS -------------------------------------

Introduction: 

[1] In the conversation between God and Satan who mentioned Job first?  God Job 1:8

[2] What did Job's wife suggest he do, about the situation he was in? Curse God and die Job 2:9

[3] Job complains and wishes he was dead.  When in his life does he wish he had died?  At his birth Job 3:11

First dialogues: 

[4] What happens to those who sow trouble, and plant iniquity?  They are destroyed by God's breath.  Job 4:8-9

[5] How many miracles, marvelous things or wonders does God do?  Too many to count or number  Job 5:9

[6] What does Job demand to be taught, shown, or made to understand?  What he has done wrong  Job 6:24

[7] In Job 7:17-21 Job asks somebody a series of questions.  Who is he asking?  God  
(The Bible does not say, but who else could answer such questions?)

[8] God will not reject (or cast away) what sort of man?  Perfect, blameless, or perfect man; or a man of integrity  Job 8:20

[9] What is Job 9:9 talking about?  
Stars Arcturus (also known as the Big Dipper or Bear), Orion, and Pleiades are all constellations of stars in the northern sky.  The "chambers of the south" (in KJV) refer to the 12 constellations of the Zodiac, which appear in our southern sky.

[10] In which verse does Job say he would have liked to have died at birth?  Job 10:19
[11] What are the limits of God? (KJV translates "limits" as "perfection") Higher than heaven, lower than hell Job 11:7-8

[12] Who has wisdom and understanding?  Those who have been alive a long time.  Job 12:12

[13] Who does Job want to argue his case to or reason with?  God  Job 13:3

[14] According to Job, who has a short and troublesome life?  Everyone  Job 14:1

Second dialogues: 

[15] Who is older than Job's father?  At least one of the "friends".  Job 15:10 (Probably all of them.)

[16] What does Job think of the comforting he is getting from his 3 "friends"?  Miserable or sorry Job 16:2

[17] What does Job say is ready or waiting for him?  His grave  Job 17:1

[18] Whose light goes out? The wicked or sinful  Job 18:5-6

[19] Job still has hope, because he knows that his redeemer or savior does what?  Lives  Job 19:25

[20] What reveals or exposes the iniquity or guilt of the wicked?  Heaven  Job 20:27

[21] Job says that they can not comfort him because their answers are what? Deceptive or full of falsehoods Job 21:34

Third dialogues: 

[22] Eliphaz accuses job of keeping food and drink away from who?  The hungry (or weary) and thirsty  Job 22:7

[23] Job claims that if God would judge him fairly he would be as pure as what?  Gold  Job 23:7-10

[24] Job says that God does what about all the wickedness he sees?  Nothing  Job 24:2-12

[25] Dominion or control belongs to who?  God  Job 25:2

[26] In Job 26:2-3 is Job saying that Bildad is being helpful?  No.  He is being sarcastic.

[27] How long does Job say he will keep his integrity?  Until he dies  Job 27:5

[28] What is understanding?  Turning away from doing evil  Job 28:28

[29] Who would stop talking to listen to Job's wisdom? Princes, nobles or chiefs Job 29:9-10

[30] Job has been thrown or cast into the mud and mire and become like what?  Dust and ashes Job 30:19

[31] Job says that if he has neglected the poor let his arm do what?  Break off at the shoulder.  Job 31:16-22

Elihu's Speech:
[32] What made Elihu angry? Job's self-righteousness and the three "friends" accusations without evidence Job 32:2-3

[33] Elihu promises that if Job will be quiet, silent or still Elihu will do what for him? Teach him wisdom Job 33:33

[34] What will God never do?  Anything wicked, wrong or unjust Job 34:10-12

[35] What will God ignore?  Nonsense, meaningless empty chatter, or vanity  Job 35:13

[36] What can not be found, counted, calculated, discovered, or searched out?  God's age Job 36:26

[37] Who tells the snow when to fall?  God  Job 37:6

God is Sovereign: 

[38] When God speaks, where does His voice come from? The whirlwind or storm Job 38:1

[39] Who made the Ostrich stupid?  God  Job 39:13-17

[40] When God gives Job a chance to ask Him questions and accuse Him, what does Job do? Wisely stays quiet Job 40:1-5

[41] What is the name of the creature described in chapter 41?  Leviathan or sea monster Job 41:1

[42] When did God restore Job? When Job prayed for his friends Job 42:10
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     Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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1) Which verse in Job would you recommend someone memorize?  Why?
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2) If someone asked you to tell him about this book what would you say?
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3) Elihu asks a very interesting question in Job 35:7, "If you are righteous, what do you give to Him, or what does He receive from your hand?"  Do you think you are doing God a favor, when you do good?  Why or why not?
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4) What is the most interesting thing you learned while reading this book?
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5) Do you have any questions for us?
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6) Do you have any prayer requests for us?
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