Open Bible
104 History of God's People

Lesson 1 - Judges

The book of Judges covers the period of time from the death of Joshua until the birth of Samuel the prophet.  That is about 250 years from approximately 1375 to 1125 B.C.  What you will see as you read, is the Israelites gradually get worse and worse, from a time when one tribe assisted another, and they all worshiped God, to a point when one tribe has to go to war with another just to punish a criminal act, and a tribe sets up an idol of silver and calls it God.
Introduction - Read Chapters 1 to 3 of Judges and answer the following questions.  Pay particular attention to the passage Judges 2:11-23 because it is a summary of the whole book.

Chapter 1.

[1A] Did the Benjaminites drive the Jebusites out of Jerusalem?  ______  
worshiping idols

[1B] Did Mannasseh drive out the Canaanites?  ______  And yet they could have.  They made them pay taxes so they could have driven them out.  They just decided it was too much trouble to obey God's commands.

[1C] Did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites?  ______  Judges 1:29

Chapter 2.
[2A] According to the God's angel or messenger, what commandment did the Israelites break? _______________________________________________________________________
[2B] After Joshua died, and the people who knew him died, what did the people do? _______________________________________________________________________
[2C] When the Israelites got into trouble and called on God for help who did he raise up to rescue them?  _______
The Hebrew word used here for judges is shaphat.  And although it does mean someone who holds trials and determines guilt or innocence, it meant something different back then.  A judge in this time period was a leader.  Sometimes he would lead just a small group of people, sometimes a tribe, or several tribes.  They called them judges because they lead by wisdom, by example, and by convincing others to follow.  They had no governmental authority other than what their personal influence allowed them to have.

Chapter 3.

[3A] How did Ehud kill Eglon , King of Moab? _________________________________________

[3B] How did Shamgar kill six hundred Philistines?  _______________________________________
Deborah - Read Judges 4 and 5 and answer the following questions.

[4A] Who was Deborah?  _______________________________________________________
[4B] What was Sisera doing when Jael killed him?  _______________________________________
[5A] Is chapter 5 of Judges a historical account, song, poem or essay? ____________________________
Gideon - Read Judges 6 through 9 and answer the following questions.

[6A] What happened when the angel's staff touched Gideon's offering? _____________________________________________
[6B] What did Gideon do to the altar of Baal?  ____________________________________________
[6C] What name did they give Gideon after this? _____________________________________________
When Gideon had too many soldiers he sent them home in two different groups. [7A]  How did he decide which ones to send in the first group.
men drinking water

_______________________________________________________________________
[7B]  How did he decide which ones to send in the second group.  _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________
[8A] When the men of Ephraim complained about not being included in Gideon's army how did Gideon satisfy them? _______________________________________________
[8B] When they tried to make Gideon the ruler of Israel, what did he do?

_______________________________________________
Men blowing horns before battle

_____________________________________________________________________
[9A] When Gideon's son, Abimelech, tried to kill all his brothers, how did Jotham escape?  ______________ 

[9B] How did Abimelech die?  __________________________________________________
Jephthah - Read Judges chapters 10 through 12 and answer the following questions.

[10A] When Israel cried for help what did God tell them to do?  _________________________________________________________
[11A] Why did Jephthah's brothers throw him out of the house?  __________________________________________________________
[12A] How is Jephthah's answer in Judges 12:1-4 different than Gideon's answer to the same accusation in Judges 8:1-3?  __________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________Which answer would you use?  Why?

Samson - Read Judges chapters 13 through 16 and answer the following questions:

[13A] When the angel predicted Samson's birth what did he say about a razor?  _____________________________________________________
[13B] What caused Samson to move from place to place?  _____________________________________________________
[14A] How did Samson kill the lion?  _____________________________

_____________________________________________________
[14B] How did Samson's wife get him to tell the answer to the riddle?  __________

_____________________________________________________
[15A] When Samson came back for his wife and she was already married to someone else what did her father offer in her place?  ___________________________

_____________________________________________________
[15B] What did Samson used to kill a thousand Philistines? _________________

_____________________________________________________
The angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar

Samson took hold of the two middle pillars
[16A] Who cut Samson's hair right before the Spirit left Samson? _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

[16B] How did Samson cause the building to collapse on the Philistines? _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________
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The Idol of Dan - Read Judges Chapters 17-18 and answer the following questions:

[17A] What did Micah's mother have made out of some of the silver?  ____________________________
[17B] What made Micah think God would be good to him? _______________________________________________________________________
[18A] What happened to Micah's image?  _____________________________________________
[18B] What happened to Micah's personal priest?  ________________________________________
Benjamin Almost Destroyed - Read Judges Chapters 19-21 and answer the following questions:

A concubine in this context is a wife whose children will not inherit anything from their father.  She was little better than a slave.

[19A] What was the man doing when his wife was kidnapped.  ______________________________________

______________________________________
[19B] What did the man do when he found his wife raped to death?  __________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
[20A] What did Israel do about it? ______________________________________
[20B] What happened to the tribe of Benjamin when they refused? _________________________________
[21A] How did they find 400 wives for the surviving 

Benjamites? ______________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
[21B] How did they get wives for the remaining Benjamites?
Then came the woman in the dawning of the day, and fell down at the door of the man's house where her lord was, till it was light.

And the children of Benjamin did so, and took them wives, according to their number, of them that danced, whom they caught.
_____________________________________

_____________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------

[1A] Did the Benjaminites drive the Jebusites out of Jerusalem?  No.  Judges 1:21

[1B] Did Mannasseh drive out the Canaanites?  No.  Judges 1:27-28 

[1C] Did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites?  No.  Judges 1:29

[2A] According to the God's angel or messenger, what commandment did the Israelites break?  
To not make a league, alliance, covenant or agreement with the people of the land. Judges 2:2

[2B] After Joshua died, and the people who knew him died, what did the people do? 
Forsaking God they did evil, worshiping the god's of the Canaanites. Judges 2:11-13

[2C] When the Israelites got into trouble and called on God for help who did He raise up?  Judges.  Judges 2:16.

[3A] How did Ehud kill Eglon , King of Moab?  Stabbed him in the belly with a dagger. Judges 3:21-22.  
Because Ehud was left handed, the dagger was on the wrong thigh where apparently the guards did not search for weapons.

[3B] How did Shamgar kill six hundred Philistines?  With and ox goad or farming tool.  Judges 3:31

[4A] Who was Deborah?  a prophetess, wife of Lapidoth, a judge of Israel Judges 4:4

[4B] What was Sisera doing when Jael killed him?  Sleeping Judges 4:21

[5A] Is chapter 5 of Judges as historical account, song, poem or essay?  Song Judge 5:1

[6A] What happened when the angel's staff touched Gideon's offering?  It was burned up.  Judges 6:21.

[6B] What did Gideon do to the altar of Baal?  He destroyed it. Judges 6:25-27

[6C] What name did they give Gideon after this?  Jerubbaal  Judges 6:32

[7A]  How did he decide which ones to send in the first group. 
He told them if they were afraid to go home.  Judges 7:3

[7B]  How did he decide which ones to send in the second group.  
The ones who knelt down to drink he sent home.  Judges 7:6-7

[8A] When the men of Ephraim complained about not being included in Gideon's army how did Gideon satisfy them?  
He flattered them.  Judges 8:1-3

[8B] When they tried to make Gideon the ruler of Israel, what did he do?  
He turned them down and told them the Lord would rule over them.  Judges 8:22-23

[9A] When Gideon's son, Abimelech, tried to kill all his brothers, how did Jotham escape?  He hid.  Judges 9:5

[9B] How did Abimelech die?  A woman dropped a rock on his head, so he committed suicide  Judges 9:53-57

[10A] When Israel cried for help what did God tell them to do?  Ask the false gods they had been worshipping for help.  Judges 10:14

[11A] Why did Jephthah's brothers throw him out of the house?  Because he was the son of a harlot or prostitute.  Judges 11:1-3

[12A] How is Jephthah's answer in Judges 12:1-4 different than Gideon's answer to the same accusation in Judges 8:1-3?  
Gideon flattered, Jephthah attacked.  

[13A] When the angel predicted Samson's birth what did he say about a razor?  
It was not to touch his head.  Judges 13:5 In other words he was not to have his hair cut, ever. 

[13B] What caused Samson to move from place to place?  The Spirit of the Lord Judges 13:25.

[14A] How did Samson kill the lion?  With his bare hands.  Judges 14:6

[14B] How did Samson's wife get him to tell the answer to the riddle? 

 She cried seven days.  Judges 14:16-17

[15A] When Samson came back for his wife and she was already married to someone else what did her father offer in her place?  Her little sister  Judges 15:2

[15B] What did Samson used to kill a thousand Philistines?  the jaw bone of an ass Judges 15:15

[16A] Who cut Samson's hair right before the Spirit left Samson?  a man Delilah called  Judges 16:19.

[16B] How did Samson cause the building to collapse on the Philistines?  
He knocked down the two pillars or posts in the middle with his bare hands.  Judges 16:28-30.

[17A] What did Micah's mother have made out of some of the silver?  an image, idol, or false god.  Judges 17:4

[17B] What made Micah think God would be good to him?  He hired his own personal priest.  Judges 17:9-13

[18A] What happened to Micah's image?  It was stolen and set up in Dan.  Judges 18:18-31

[18B] What happened to Micah's personal priest?  He left when he got a better offer.  Judges 18:18-21
Samson killing a lion

[19A] What was the man doing when his wife was kidnapped.  Celebrating (probably getting drunk)  Judges 19:22-25 

[19B] What did the man do when he found his wife raped to death?  
He cut her in twelve pieces and sent the pieces to the leaders of the tribes of Israel  Judges 19:29-30

[20A] What did Israel do about it?  They called on the tribe of Benjamin to give up the men who had killed the woman.  Judges 20:13

[20B] What happened to the tribe of Benjamin when they refused?  The were almost wiped out.  Judges 20:20-48

[21A] How did they find 400 wives for the surviving Benjamites?  They destroyed a city of people who had not participated in the earlier battles and saved 400 young unmarried women for the Benjamites  Jdges 21:8-12

[21B] How did they get wives for the remaining Benjamites?  
They gave them permission to kidnap them at a festival celebration.  Judges 21:19-23
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     Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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 (1) What are the differences between Judges chapter 4 and Judges chapter 5?  It tells the same story in both chapters.  Why are they different?
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 (2) In Judges 6:33-40 Gideon puts out a fleece to test the Lord.  Do you think we should do this kind of thing today?  Why or why not?
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 (3) In Judges 11:29-40 Jephthah apparently killed and burned his daughter as a sacrifice to God.  Some people say that this is just a figure of speech.  That he really just took his daughter to the priests to be a servant to them, the same way Hannah took Samuel to Eli in I Samuel 1:24-28.  Others say, no, it literally happened and is an indication of how wicked the Israelites were becoming.  Which do you think and why?
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 (4) Which verse would you select to memorize from Judges?  Why?
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 (5) What was the most interesting thing you learned while studying Judges?
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 (6) If someone asked you what Judges was about what would you say?
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 (7) Do you have any questions?  About Judges?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (8) Do you have any prayer requests?
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