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104 History of God's People

Lesson 7 - Nehemiah

The book of Nehemiah starts about ten years or so after Ezra ends, or around 445 B.C.  (This Nehemiah is not the one mentioned by Ezra, the book we just studied.  See Ezra 2:2.  This is a different person with the same name.)  The book of Nehemiah covers a period of about fifteen or twenty years.  It describes how the walls of Jerusalem are rebuilt and how Ezra and Nehemiah establish a new order for the returned exiles.

Nehemiah was a Jew but he had not gone with Zerubbabel or Ezra back to Judah.  He was working for the King of Persia.  His job was to serve the King Artaxerxes' wine.  That meant that he would pour the wine from the original container and bring it to the king.  Once there, he would taste it, while the king watched, to assure the king, that it had not been poisoned.  As the book opens, Nehemiah's brother, who had returned with the exiles, comes from Judah for a visit.

The Kings of Persia

Date B.C
Bible Name
Bible Passage
Secular History Name

539-530
Cyrus
Isaiah 45, Daniel, Ezra 1-3 
Cyrus

530-521
Ahasruerus
Ezra 4-6 
Cambysses

521
Artaxerxes
Ezra 4:7-23 
Pseudo Smerdis

521-486
Darius
Ezra 5,6 
Darius the Great

486-465
Ahasurerus
Esther 1-10 
Xerxes

464-423
Artaxerxes
Ezra 7-10, Nehemiah 1 - 13
Artaxerxes I

CHAPTER I

Nehemiah's brother, Hanani, brings a poor report of the condition of Jerusalem.  This touches Nehemiah's heart and he fasts and prays about the situation.  He believes someone should do something about the problems there, and as he prays realizes, that someone is himself.

Read Nehemiah 1 and answer the following questions:

[1A] What had happened to the gates of Jerusalem?  ___________________________________ 

[1B] In his prayer, did Nehemiah claim the Jews deserved God's help? _______ 

[1C] On what basis did he appeal for God's help? _____________________________________ 

CHAPTER II

When the King notices Nehemiah's sadness Nehemiah takes the opportunity to ask that the king authorize him to go work on rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem.  The king agrees and Nehemiah goes.  The local officials are not happy about having someone from the capital trying to do anything good for the Jews.  Nehemiah inspects the broken down walls and lays his plans in secret.  Once he is ready, he enlists the aid of those needed for the work.

Read Nehemiah 2 and answer the following questions:

Nehemiah asks for two kinds of letters.  What are they?

[2A] ________________________________________________________________ 

[2B] ________________________________________________________________ 

CHAPTER III

Nehemiah organizes the workers and assigns the places to work on the wall, starting with the gates.

Read Nehemiah 3 and answer the following question:

[3A] Who worked on the part of the wall between the tomb of David and the house of the mighty men?  ________________________________________________  

CHAPTER IV

Some of the local government officials and the leaders of the Arabs, Ammonites, and Ashdodites, who had moved in while the Jews were in captivity, made fun of the work.  When this discouragement did not work, and the wall began to take shape, they started making plans to attack Jerusalem.  When Nehemiah heard this, he took steps to defend the city against attack.

Read Nehemiah 4 and answer the following questions:

What were the names of the two main spokesmen of the Jews' enemies.

[4A] ____________________ and [4B] ____________________
[4C] What did each of the workers wear on his side? _________________ 

CHAPTER V

The people working on the walls and their families began to experience some hardships because of the time it was taking away from their regular work.  They were going into debt to meet their expenses.  Nehemiah appealed to the people who were loaning money and foreclosing on the workers to stop and they agreed.  He also used his office to help.

Read Nehemiah 5 and answer the following questions:

[5A] How did Nehemiah feel when he heard of he abuses of the lenders?  _______________________
[5B] How long was Nehemiah governor as described in this chapter?  ______________
CHAPTER VI

Nehemiah's enemies tried to trick him into coming to an ambush.  They threatened to tell lies about him to the king.  They had spies try to get him to act contrary to God's will.  None of it worked.  The wall was finished.

Read Nehemiah 6 and answer the following question:

[6A] Who was the spy that tried to trick Nehemiah? ____________________________________
CHAPTER VII

Appointments to office.  A census of those who came with Zerubbabel.  A record of temple giving.

Read Nehemiah 7 and answer the following question:

[7A] How much money did the Nehemiah give to the temple treasury?  ________________________ 

CHAPTER VIII

Ezra reads the law of Moses to the people.  The Feast of Booths is celebrated.

Read Nehemiah 8 and answer the following questions:

[8A] What are the two offices held by Ezra?  _________________ and _________________ 

[8B] How long does the Feast of Booths last? _________________ 

CHAPTER IX

God's law is read, the people confess their sins, and worship the Lord.  The specific words of praise of some of the Levites is recorded here.  They make a covenant with God and sign it.

Read Nehemiah 9 and answer the following question:

[9A] How long did they read the law of the Lord? ____________________________________ 

CHAPTER X

The signers of the covenant are listed.  The obligations of the covenant are described.

Read Nehemiah 10 and answer the following questions:

[10A] What is the marriage restriction of the covenant.  _________________________________ 

[10B] Where are the first fruits to be taken? ________________________________________ 
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CHAPTER XI

The people go to their homes.  Certain officers are appointed.

Read Nehemiah 11 and answer the following question:

[11A] How many of the people lived in Jerusalem? ______________________ 

CHAPTER XII

The priests and Levites who have the duty and privilege of serving in the temple are listed.  There is a celebration.  Two choirs march around the top of the wall singing and then come together at the temple to complete the celebration.

Read Nehemiah 12 and answer the following question:

[12A] What were they celebrating?  _____________________________________________ 

CHAPTER XIII

Perhaps because of the commitment he had made in  or for some other reason Nehemiah left Jerusalem and went back the capital of the empire.  He came back to Judah and found everything going wrong.  He took steps to get it corrected.

Read Nehemiah 13 and answer the following questions:

[13A] What did Nehemiah do to Tobiah?  _________________________________________  

Nehemiah found the people breaking what other three things they had agreed to in the covenant.

[13B] _______________________________________________________________ 

[13C] _______________________________________________________________
[13D] _______________________________________________________________
Rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem.
------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------

[1A] What had happened to the gates of Jerusalem?  They had been burned Neh 1:3

[1B] In his prayer, did Nehemiah claim the Jews deserved God's help? No Neh 1:6-7

[1C] On what basis did he appeal for God's help?  God's promises Neh 1:8-9

[2A] Letters to the governors of the provinces in between for safe passage. Neh 2:7

[2B] A letter to the manager of the King's forest for permission to cut lumber for the wall. Neh 2:8

[3A] Who worked on the part of the wall between the tomb of David and the house of the mighty men? 
 Nehemiah the son of Azbuk Neh 3:16.  This is not the author of this book, who was the son of Hacaliah.  Nehemiah the son of Azbuk may have been the Nehemiah mentioned in Ezra 2:2.

What were the names of the two main spokesmen of the Jews' enemies?

[4A] Sanballat Neh 4:1 and[4B] Tobiah Neh 4:3

[4C] What did each of the workers wear on his side? A sword Neh 4:18

[5A] How did Nehemiah feel when he heard of he abuses of the lenders?  He was very angry.  Neh 5:6

[5B] How long was Nehemiah governor as described in this chapter?  12 years  Neh 5:14

[6A] Who was the spy that tried to trick Nehemiah? Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, son of Mehetabel Neh 6:10

[7A] How much money did the Nehemiah give to the temple treasury? 1,000 gold drachmas Neh 7:70

[8A] What are the two offices held by Ezra?  Priest and scribe Neh 8:1-2

[8B] How long does the Feast of Booths last? 8 days Neh 8:18

[9A] How long did they read the law of the Lord? Fourth of the day. Neh 9:3

[10A] What is the marriage restriction of the covenant.  They are only to marry each other.  Neh 10:30

[10B] Where are the first fruits to be taken? To the house of the Lord Neh 10:35

[11A] How many of the people lived in Jerusalem? 1 in 10.  Neh 11.1

[12A] What were they celebrating?  The completion of the wall Neh 12:27

[13A] What did Nehemiah do to Tobiah? Threw his things out  Neh 13:8

Nehemiah found the people breaking what other three things they had agreed to in the covenant.

[13B] Bringing offerings and tithes into the Lord's house Neh 13:10-14

[13C] Keeping the Sabbath Neh 13:15-22

[13D] Not marrying foreigners  Neh 13:23-28

Neh 4:17   Those who were rebuilding the wall and those who carried burdens took their load with one hand doing the work and the other holding a weapon.
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     Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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 (1)  Many have had experiences similar to Nehemiah's in chapter I.  They become concerned about a problem, and when they pray, they discover their concern is a message from God to get involved in the solution to the problem.  Has something like this ever happened to you?  If so, please describe it?  If not, have you ever fasted and prayed about something?  If so, what happened?  If you have never fasted and prayed, why not?  
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 (2) Many see in Nehemiah a "type" or foreshadowing of Jesus Christ.  Nehemiah came from a distant capital, where he sat with the emperor, like Jesus came from distant Heaven and the throne room of God the Father.  Nehemiah and Jesus both established new nations; Judah and the Church.  They both had forerunners that began the work; Ezra and John the Baptist.  When Nehemiah left to go back to the emperor things fell into disarray, but he came back, and straightened things out.  Jesus ascended to the Father, but when He comes back, He will straighten things out.  Do you agree with "type" or "foreshadowing" idea?  Why, or why not?
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 (3) Which verse would you select to memorize from Nehemiah?  Why?
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 (4) What was the most interesting thing you learned while studying Nehemiah?
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 (5) If someone asked you what Nehemiah was about what would you say?
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 (6) Do you have any questions?  About Nehemiah?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (7) What are your prayer requests?
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