[image: image1.png]



104 History of God's People

Lesson 6 - Ezra

The book of Ezra records the return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity after 70 years of exile there, just as God promised.  It is sometimes called the "Second Exodus," but that is probably not a good name for it, because it did not really happen all at once.  Ezra records two groups going from Babylon to Israel many decades apart.  The first group was led by Zerubbabel, who started rebuilding the temple.  (Chapters 1 to 6) The second group was led by Ezra.  (Chapters 7 - 10)  These were just two groups of many that gradually found there way back to their homeland over the years.

The release from captivity was made possible because the Babylonians were conquered by the Persians. Ezra covers the time period from about 540 BC to about 460 BC.  There were at least six different Persian emperors during this time.  Israel remained a province of Persia until it was conquered by the Greeks under Alexander the Great about a hundred years later or so.

During the period covered by this book the Temple is rebuilt and the true worship restored in Jerusalem. The exiles were from this time forth known as Jews.  It should be noted, finally, that the captivity of the Jews had at last cured them of their idolatry, for there are few evidences of idolatry or of false worship in Judea after the exile.

The Kings of Persia

Date B.C
Bible Name
Bible Passage
Secular History Name

539-530
Cyrus
Ezra 1-3 
Cyrus

530-521
Ahasruerus
Ezra 4-6 
Cambysses

521
Artaxerxes
Ezra 4:7-23 
Pseudo Smerdis

521-486
Darius
Ezra 5-6
Darius the Great

486-465
Ahasurerus

Xerxes

464-423
Artaxerxes
Ezra 7-10
Artaxerxes I

CHAPTER 1

Jeremiah had prophesied that the God's people would live in exile for 70 years.  After the Persians conquered the Babylonians, the Jews were freed to go home, if they wanted, by a proclamation of Cyrus the king of Persia.  He also ordered the temple rebuilt, and the things that had been stolen from the temple returned.

Read Chapter 1 of Ezra and answer the following questions:

[1A] Who caused Cyrus the King to release the Jews?  ________________ 

People from which three tribes of Israel returned to the land? 


[1B] __________
[1C] __________
[1D] __________i

CHAPTER 2

The people that Zerubbabel led back to Jerusalem and he land of Judah are listed by their families in this chapter.  Some of the Levitical priests lost their right to serve in the temple because they had not kept documentation of their heritage.  The chapter also inventories some the animals and wealth that they took with them.

Read Chapter 2 of Ezra and answer the following questions:

Exiles leaving

[2A] Who had originally carried them away captive?   __________________________________
[2B] About how many people went with Zerubbabel?  __________________________________
CHAPTER 3

After they got situated in their new homes in Judah they gathered in Jerusalem for to celebrate and offer a sacrifice to God.  They built a new altar on the foundation of where the old one had been in the temple of Solomon.  Their happy shouts were mixed with tears as they began to rebuild the temple.  It seems the oldest people who remembered the temple of Solomon wept, while everyone else made a joyful noise.

Read Chapter 3 of Ezra and answer the following questions:

[3A] What was the name of the celebration they held?   _________________________________ 
[3B] About how long after they returned did they begin work on the temple?  ____________________ 

foundation of temple being laid

CHAPTER 4

The people who moved into the land while the Jews were exiled did not like the Jews coming back, but since King Cyrus had ordered it, they could not stop it.  For some reason, probably to sabotage the building project or to get in good with Persian King, they offered to help with the rebuilding.  The Jewish leaders wisely turned them down.  Then the enemies of the Jews hired lawyers, and began appealing to the new King Ahasruerus to bring the building of the temple to an end.  Basically they were suing to stop it.  This was denied.  So they tried again with the next king, Artaxerxes, who ordered the work stopped.  The Jews were forced to obey the order.

Read Chapter 4 of Ezra and answer the following questions:

[4A] Who had brought these other people to the land of Judah?  ____________________________
[4B] Who was the commander or leader of these other people?   ____________________________
[4C] Who was the scribe that wrote the letter to Artaxerxes?  ______________________________
[4D] Which King of Persia ordered the end of the temple building?  __________________________
CHAPTER 5

King Artaxerxes dies, and King Darius takes his place.  The prophets convince the people to take up the work of re-building the temple.  When their enemies try to stop them they say they are following the orders of Cyrus, who by now is long dead.  They are questioning the existence of such an order from Cyrus.  The enemies appeal to King Darius by mail while the Jews continue to work on the temple.

Read Chapter 5 of Ezra and answer the following questions:

Who are the prophets who convince the people to re-start the temple building project:


[5A] ____________________________________ 


[5B] ____________________________________ 
[5C] Who was the governor of the province?   _________________
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CHAPTER 6

King Darius has a search done for the order of Cyrus, and it is found.  Darius orders that not only is the order of Cyrus to build the temple to be carried out, but the governor, who is trying to get the work stopped, has to pay for it out of his funds.  The temple is completed and they have a celebration. 
dedication of the temple

Read Chapter 6 of Ezra and answer the following questions:

[6A] Who was to supply the animals for the temple sacrifices on a daily basis.  _______________________
[6B] How long had Darius been king when the temple was completed?   ___________________________
[6C] What did they use as a guide to determine how to assign the priests and Levites their duties?   ___________

_______________________________________________________________________
[6D] Which Jewish feasts did they celebrate? ___________________________________________
CHAPTER 7

This is not the same Artaxerxes from Chapters 4 and 5 that stopped the temple building.  Ezra leads a second group of exiles back to the land of Judah.  He is a descendant of Aaron, the brother of Moses.  King Artaxerxes gives them permission to go and sends an offering to God as well.

Read Chapter 7 of Ezra and answer the following questions:

[7A] What was the profession of Ezra?  ______________________

[7B] How long had Artaxerxes been king when Ezra left Babylon? _________________________
[7C] What authority did Artaxerxes give to Ezra? _____________________________________
[7D] Whose Law did Artaxerxes say was to be in authority in the province of Judah?  _______________
CHAPTER 8

This chapter contains a listing of the families that went with Ezra to Judah.  When Ezra finds no Levitical Priests among his first group of volunteers, he recruits some to go with him.  They are entrusted with the offerings being sent to God.  When they arrive the offerings are placed in the temple.

Read Chapter 8 of Ezra and answer the following questions:

[8A] Who did Ezra ask to send Levitical Priests with him on his journey to Judah?  _________________
[8B] What did Ezra have everyone do in order to protect them on the journey?   ___________________
[8C] What was the name of the river where they camped until they started the journey to Judah? _________
CHAPTER 9

Some of the returned exiles were getting married to the other people living around them.  This was contrary to God's law and Ezra had been given authority to enforce God's law by Artaxerxes.  Ezra asked God for forgiveness on behalf of the people, and guidance in how to deal with the matter.

Read Chapter 9 of Ezra and answer the following questions:

[9A] Who told Ezra about the marriage problem?  _____________________________________
[9B] When Ezra heard what was the first thing he did?  __________________________________
CHAPTER 10

While Ezra was praying the people of Jerusalem gathered around and wept in sorrow and repentance.  Ezra called for an assembly of all the people.  Those who had married outside of the Jews divorced their wives and made an offering for their sin.

Read Chapter 10 of Ezra and answer the following questions:

[10A] Where did Ezra go to continue to fast and pray? __________________________________
[10B] What was the weather like when the people assembled at Jerusalem?   _____________________
[10C] What did the men with foreign wives promise to do?  _______________________________
------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------

[1A] Who caused Cyrus the King to release the Jews?  The Lord Ezra 1:1

People from which three tribes of Israel returned to the land? Ezra 1:5


[1B] Judah


[1C] Benjamin

[1D] Levi

[2A] Who had originally carried them away captive?  Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon Ezra 2:1

[2B] About how many people went with Zerubbabel?  A little more than 40,000 Ezra 2:64

[3A] What was the name of the celebration they held?  Feast of Booths Ezra 3:4

[3B] About how long after they returned did they begin work on the temple?  A little over 2 years Ezra 3:8 

[4A] Who had brought these other people to the land of Judah?  Esarhaddon king of Assyria  Ezra 4:2


Or Osnappar is also an acceptable answer.  Ezra 4:10 because both did

[4B] Who was the commander or leader of these other people?  Rehum Ezra 4:8-9

[4C] Who was the scribe that wrote the letter to Artaxerxes? Shimshai Ezra 4:8-9

[4D] Which King of Persia ordered the end of the temple building? Artaxerxes  Ezra 4:17-23

Who are the prophets who convince the people to re-start the temple building project:


[5A] Haggai the prophet 


[5B] Zechariah the son of Iddo Ezra 1:1

[5C] Who was the governor of the province?  Tattenai Ezra 5:3

[6A] Who was to supply the animals for the temple sacrifices on a daily basis.  Tattenai, the provincial governor.  Ezra 6:6-10

[6B] How long had Darius been king when the temple was completed?  Over five years.  Ezra 6:15

[6C] What did they use as a guide to determine how to assign the priests and Levites their duties?  The book of Moses. Ezra 6:18

[6D] Which Jewish feasts did they celebrate? Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread  Ezra 6:19-22
 (It is really all one feast.  Passover is just the first day of the seven day feast.)

[7A] What was the profession of Ezra?  Scribe Ezra 7:6

[7B] How long had Artaxerxes been king when Ezra left Babylon? Over six years Ezra 7:8

[7C] What authority did Artaxerxes give to Ezra?  Ezra could appoint judges and magistrates Ezra 7:25

[7D] Whose Law did Artaxerxes say was to be in authority in the province of Judah?  God's law Ezra 7:26

[8A] Who did Ezra ask to send Levitical Priests with him on his journey to Judah?  Iddo of Casiphia  Ezra 8:17

[8B] What did Ezra have everyone do in order to protect them on the journey?  They fasted and prayed.  Ezra 8:21-23

[8C] What was the name of the river where they camped until they started the journey to Judah? Ahava Ezra 8:31

[9A] Who told Ezra about the marriage problem?  Princes, leaders, or elders Ezra 9:1

[9B] When Ezra heard what was the first thing he did?  Tore his clothing Ezra 9:3

[10A] Where did Ezra go to continue to fast and pray? The place of Jehohanan the son of Eliashib Ezra 10:6

[10B] What was the weather like when the people assembled at Jerusalem?  It was raining Ezra 10:9

[10C] What did the men with foreign wives promise to do?  Divorce their wives  Ezra 10:19
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     Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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 (1) What arguments did the enemies of the Jews use in Ezra 4:8-16 to convince the King to stop the temple building project?
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 (2) Read again these three passages: 7:10, 8:21-23, and 8:31.  What can we learn from Ezra's example?
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 (3) In Ezra 9:5 the position Ezra took for his prayer is described?  Do you think it is important what position you are in when you pray?  Why or why not?
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 (4) Which verse would you select to memorize from Ezra?  Why?
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 (5) What did you learn while studying Ezra that might be useful in your own life?

[image: image10.png]


 (6) If someone asked you what Ezra was about what would you say?
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 (7) Do you have any questions?  About Ezra?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (8) What are your prayer requests?
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