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104 History of God's People

Lesson 4 - 1st Kings

First Kings covers about 125 years from approximately 975 to 850 B.C.  The first book of kings is interesting as it picks up the history of Israel at the conclusion of King David’s reign and continues thru the history of Solomon and into the period of the divided kingdoms.  The United Kingdom of Israel split after Solomon's death.  All of the kings of the Southern Kingdom were descendants of King David. This was not the case with the kings of the Northern Kingdom.  We read of the sad disappointment the people were to God, because of the plans they made for themselves.  The people thought that it would be great to have a king.  Their idea was that a king would give them the strength and unity that was needed for real success.  The appointment of a king eventually brought them to the point of great weakness and division for the kingdom.  There is sharp contrast between the way that Jehovah would have provided for the people, and the way it worked out under their king.  This book reminds us that the wisdom of man is never very wise.  It is disappointing that history is so full of sadness, but when man chooses sin it will always lead to sadness.

Time Charts


The United Kingdom (All dates approximate)



Saul (1051-1011) I Samuel



David (1011-971) II Samuel



Solomon (971-931) I Kings 1-12



The Kings of Israel (Northern Kingdom)

#
Name
Approx. Date
Scripture References

1
Jeroboam 
931-910 
I Kings 12:25-14:20

2
Nadab 
910-909 
I Kings 15:25-31

3
Baasha 
909-886 
I Kings 15:32-16:7; II Chronicles 16:1-6

4
Elah 
886-885 
I Kings 16:8-14

5
Zimri 
885
I Kings 16:15-22

6
Omri 
885-874 
I Kings 16:23-28

7
Ahab 
874-853 
I Kings 16:28-34; 20:1-22:40



The Kings of Judah (Southern Kingdom)

#
Name
Approx. Date
Scripture References

1
Rehoboam 
931-913 
I Kings 14:21-31; II Chronicles 10-12 

2
Abijam 
913-911 
I Kings 15:1-8; II Chronicles 13:1-22 

3
Asa 
911-870 
I Kings 15:9-24; II Chronicles 14-16 

4
Jehoshaphat 
873-848 
I Kings 22:41-50; II Chronicles 17-20 

The Rise of Solomon

King David is very old and weak, so Adonijah, one of his sons, decides to make himself king in David's place. David corrects the situation and appoints Solomon to the throne with the anointing of the prophet of God.  Soon the kingdom is securely in the hands of Solomon and the injustice of recent years has been corrected.  God reveals himself in a dream to Solomon, and Solomon asks for wisdom as he leads the people of Israel.  Solomon shows wisdom as he finds a way to identify a baby's real mother.  The wisdom of Solomon becomes known, and his rule is made more secure in the Lord.  Read 1st Kings Chapters 1-4 and answer the following questions:
Solomon's wisdom

[1] What did Solomon do to Adonijah to punish him from trying to take the throne from David? _________ 

[2] What did Benaiah the son of Jehoiada do for King Solomon? ____________________________
[3a] What did Solomon ask for from God?  _________________________________________
[3b] How did Solomon identify the real mother of the child? ______________________________ _______________________________________________________________
[4] Who was Solomon wiser than?  ______________  

The Temple Built

Solomon makes preparation for, and builds the temple in Jerusalem. This is one of the greatest feats of his rule.  He also builds a palace for himself.  It takes 20 years to complete these buildings.  The Ark of the Covenant is brought to the new temple.  Read 1st Kings Chapters 5-8 and answer the following questions:

[5] Who was Hiram? ______________________________________________________
[6] What color was the temple when it was finished?  ________ 

[7] How long did it take for Solomon to build his own house? ________________ 

[8a] What happened after the priests put the Ark in the Holy of Holies. ________________________
[8b] True or False? The temple was only for the Israelites.  __________  

Temple

The Fall of Solomon

The Lord appears to Solomon again as he did in chapter 3. This word from God is surely worth reading carefully. The words of this revelation are prophetic as Solomon soon turns away from the one true God.  We see the grandeur that comes to Solomon as he is faithful to God in his reign as their king.  Yet we also see the downfall of Solomon.  Solomon loved foreign women and they turned his heart from Jehovah.  Read 1st Kings Chapters 9-11 and answer the following questions:

[9] What did God say was required for Israel to stay securely in the land? _____________________________
[10] True or False? King Solomon married the Queen of Sheba.  ________________________ 

[11] Why did Ahijah the prophet say the kingdom would be divided?  ____________________________________________________________________
Queen of Sheba comes to see Solomon

The Nation Divided

After Solomon's death his son Rehoboam takes the throne and leads the nation so arrogantly that the people rebel and the northern ten tribes are never to be returned to the kingdom of Judah. The kingdom is now divided and only a remnant is left to provide for the hope of the coming Messiah.  From this point until the end of this book Judah has only two good kings, Asa and his son Jehoshaphat. The account of Israel becomes one of idol worship and sin, as kings come and go with no respect for God.  Read 1st Kings Chapters 12-15 and answer the following questions:

Open Bible
104 History of God's People      Lesson 4 - 1st Kings

 [12] Whose advice did Rehoboam listen to?  __________________________ 

[13] True or False.  Even after his hand dried up and was restored Jeroboam still did not repent of his idol worship?  ________
[14] Who took the gold from Solomon's temple?  __________________________  

[15] Of the Kings Asa, Abijam, and  Nadab, which one was a godly man?  ______ 

Elijah the Prophet

Ahab becomes king of Israel and he is worth noting only because his sins are greater than those before him. Soon, Elijah the prophet makes his appearance, and the story of his proclamation for the Lord is most interesting. In chapter 19 Elijah thinks he is alone, so he flees from Ahab. Jehovah reveals that there are still seven thousand that are faithful to him. The book ends with the death of Ahab, just as the prophet had promised.  Read 1st Kings Chapters 16-22 and answer the following questions:

[16] How long was Zimri the king?  ____________________ 

[17] Who fed Elijah while he was waiting by the brook, creek or wadi.  _______________________________
__________________________________________
Elijah waiting by the brook

The fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice
[18] Besides the offering what else did the fire of God consume or burn up? 

__________________________ 

__________________________
__________________________
__________________________


19] The Lord's voice was not heard in the wind, earthquake, or fire but in what? _____________________________ 

[20] Why was the man killed by a lion?  ___________________________________________
[21] What caused God to delay his vengeance on the house of Ahab.  ______________________________________________________
[22] How did Ahab die?  ____________________________________________________
---------------------- ANSWERS ----------------------

[1] What did Solomon do to Adonijah to punish him from trying to take the throne from David? Nothing 1Kgs 1:50-53

[2] What did Benaiah the son of Jehoiada do for King Solomon? He killed people  1Kgs 2:25, 2:29-30, 2:34-35, 2:46

[3a] What did Solomon ask for from God?  The ability to govern wisely.  1Kgs 3:9

[3b] How did Solomon identify the real mother of the child? 
He threatened to kill the child so the real mother was willing to give up the child  1Kgs 3:24-27

[4] Who was Solomon wiser than?  All men  1Kgs 4:29-31

[5] Who was Hiram? King of Tyre and a friend of Solomon's father, David.  1Kgs 5:1

[6] What color was the temple when it was finished?  Gold 1Kgs 6:22

[7] How long did it take for Solomon to build his own house? 13 Years 1Kgs 7:1

[8a] What happened after the priests put the Ark in the Holy of Holies. A glorious cloud filled the temple 1Kgs 8:10-11

[8b] True or False? The temple was only for the Israelites.  False  1Kgs 8:41-43

[9] What did God say was required for Israel to stay securely in the land?  Keep God's commandments 1Kgs 9:4-9

[10] True or False? King Solomon married the Queen of Sheba.  False 1Kgs 10:13

[11] Why did Ahijah the prophet say the kingdom would be divided?  Because of disobedience and idol worship.  1Kgs 11:31-33

[12] Whose advice did Rehoboam listen to?  The young men 1Kgs 12:8-15 

[13] True or False.  Even after his hand dried up and was restored Jeroboam still did not repent of his idol worship?  True 1Kgs 13:33

[14] Who took the gold from Solomon's temple?  The Egyptians  1Kgs 14:25-26

[15] Of the Kings Asa, Abijam, and  Nadab, which one was a godly man?  Asa 1Kgs 15:11

[16] How long was Zimri the king?  Seven days  1Kgs 16:15

[17] Who fed Elijah while he was waiting by the brook, creek or wadi.  The ravens 1Kgs 17:4-6

[18] Besides the offering what else did the fire of God consume or burn up? Wood, stone, dust, and water. 1Kgs 18:38

[19] The Lord's voice was not heard in the wind, earthquake, or fire but in what? A still small voice or quiet whisper. 1Kgs 19:11-13

1Kings 19:11-13

[20] Why was the man killed by a lion?  Because he refused to strike the prophet when requested.  1Kgs 20:36

[21] What caused God to delay his vengeance on the house of Ahab.  Ahab repented and was sorry  1Kgs 21:27-29

[22] How did Ahab die?  He was shot by an arrow during battle  1Kgs 22:34-37
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 Name: ___________________________________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name

[image: image2.png]


 [1] In 1Kgs 11 Solomon worships idols for the sake of some of his wives.  How was it possible for the wisest man in the world to sin so badly?  What hope is there for those of us who are less wise?
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 [2] In 1Kgs 13:11-24 a prophet of God dies because he believes a lie. (Verse 18)  What does this story teach us?
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 [3] How could 1Kgs 14:12-13 be used to comfort someone whose young child dies?
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 [4] What did you learn while reading 1st Kings that might be useful in your own life?
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 [5] Which verse in 1st Kings would you select to memorize and why?
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 [6] What questions do you have?
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 [7] What prayer requests do you have?
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