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103 The Epistles of Paul

Lesson 5 - Galatians

Introduction.  Galatians was written to several churches instead of one.  Galatia is a region, not a city.  It is an area of what is today Turkey.  It was a word sort of like our word America in that it could mean more than one area.  Sometimes we say America when we mean the United States of America.  Sometimes we say America when we mean the whole continent of North America.  Paul may have meant the geographical region of Galatia or the Roman province of Galatia, which were not exactly the same thing.  Both included several different early Christian congregations.

Paul was writing because the Galatians were picking up some of their old habits. They may have started to require gentiles to undergo Jewish rituals like circumcision, they may have adopted some of their old idol worship ways, or they were doing something else like that.  The letter is not clear.  Both of the first two things are mentioned but they could have been just examples of a wider problem or an analogy of what was actually going on.

Galatians, Chapter 1.  Paul, after a short greeting, expresses surprise at the behavior of the Galatians.  Then he defends his apostleship, perhaps because some were doubting his
Map of Middle East

authority.  Answer these questions after reading chapter 1:

[1] Who wrote Galatians? ___________________________________________________
[2] What is to be done with people who preach a different gospel?  ___________________________
[3] How did Paul receive the gospel? ____________________________________________
[4] Where did Paul go after he became a Christian? ________________________
[5] How long were Paul and Peter (Cephas was another name for Peter) together in Jerusalem during Paul's first visit? ____________________________________
Galatians, Chapter 2.  The defense of Paul's apostleship is ended by pointing out that the other apostles acknowledged him, and that Peter himself was an equal to Paul since Peter accepted Paul's correction.  The theme of the letter is introduced - becoming right before God by faith.  To be justified is to be declared innocent by a judge or other authority.  Answer these questions after reading chapter 2:

[6] How long was it between Paul's first and second visit to Jerusalem?  _____________________
[7] Who was with Paul on his second visit to Jerusalem?  ______________ and ______________
[8] Did the apostles require Titus to be circumcised?  ______
[9] What did Peter and Barnabas stop doing when representatives of James showed up in Antioch?  _______________________________
[10] How are we justified? _____________________________

 
not by _____________________________________
Galatians, Chapter 3.  Faith is superior to Law.  We are all heirs of God's promises through our faith.  Answer these questions after reading chapter 3:

[11] How many questions does Paul ask in the first five verses?  ______________________________________________
[12] Who are the true sons, children or descendants of Abraham? ___________________________________________
Drawing of God holding 

earth in his arms.

Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek

[13] Which came first, the promises to Abraham, or the Law to Moses? ________________________

___________________________________________________________________
[14] Do God's promises contradict God's laws? ______________________________________
[15] How many of us are shown to be sinful by the law? _________________________________

Galatians 3:2-3 "This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?"


Ten commandments on stone tablets morphing into face of Jesus.
Galatians 3:10 "For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them"



Galatians, Chapter 4.  Because we are children of the King, we are not slaves.  We should not return into our slavery to sin.  Answer these questions after reading chapter 4:

[16] What does the Spirit cry in our hearts?  ________________________  

[17] When He delivered us from our slavery to sin what did we become?  ______

___________________________________________________

[18] What was Paul's physical condition when he first preached to the Galatians? ___________________________________________________
[19] When Paul was with the Galatians what were they willing to give him? ___________________________________________________
[20] Paul uses Abraham's two sons as an allegory of what? _______________
Drawing of 

hands in chains.

Galatians 4:9" But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?"

___________________________________________________________________

Cross with a note nailed to the cross which reads:  

The Curse
Galatians 4:4-7 "But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ."
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Galatians, Chapter 5.  We are free of the law's curses and punishments.  However, the law is still right and should be obeyed.  We should not obey only because we are afraid.  We should obey because the law is good.  Answer these questions after reading chapter 5:

[21] Who has made us free?  ____________________ 

[22] Of what use or value is circumcision?  ____________________________.

[23] What commandment fulfills the whole law?
________________________________________________________________ 

[24] How can we avoid being led by our fleshly lusts?  __________________________________
[25] What have those who belong to Christ Jesus done?  _________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Cross with a note nailed to the cross which reads:  

The Law
Galatians 5:24-25 "And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit."

Cross with a note nailed to the cross which reads:  

Our Old Man

Galatians 5:22-23 "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law."

Galatians, Chapter 6.  We should help each other to discover, and practice, what is good.  Answer these questions after reading chapter 6:

[26] What are we to do if we catch someone doing wrong?  ________________________________________

________________________________________
[27] Who's burdens are we to carry or bear? ________________________________________

________________________________________


Please Pass the Fruit,

Galatians 5:22-23

Picture of an orange with the following words written on it. love, joy, goodness, peace, patience, self-control, faithfulness, gentleness, kindness.



[28] What shall we reap or harvest?  ______________________________________
[29] What avails, counts or matters with Christ Jesus?  ______________________________  

------------------------------------- ANSWERS -------------------------------------

Galatians, Chapter 1.
[1] Who wrote Galatians? Paul and the brothers with him.  Gal 1:1-2  Probably they helped Paul actually put the letter on paper.  Because the letter was going to several churches he may have dictated it to several people at once to create multiple copies.

[2] What is to be done with people who preach a different gospel?  They are to be cursed.  Gal 1:8-9

[3] How did Paul receive the gospel? It was revealed to him by Jesus Christ Gal 1:12

[4] Where did Paul go after he became a Christian?  Arabia  Gal 1:17

[5] How long were Paul and Peter together in Jerusalem during Paul's first visit?  15 days Gal 1:18

Galatians, Chapter 2:
[6] How long was it between Paul's first and second visit to Jerusalem?  Fourteen years Gal 2:1

[7] Who was with Paul on his second visit to Jerusalem?  Titus and Barnabas.  Gal 2:1

[8] Did the apostles require Titus to be circumcised?  No Gal 2:3

[9] What did Peter and Barnabas stop doing when representatives of James showed up in Antioch?
They quit eating with gentiles.  Gal 2:11-13

[10] How are we justified? By faith in Jesus Christ, not by works of the Law  Gal 2:16

Galatians, Chapter 3:
[11] How many questions does Paul ask in the first five verses?  
5 to 7 depending on the version you are using.  At least one per verse.  Gal 3:1-5

[12] Who are the true sons, children or descendants of Abraham?  
Those of the faith or those that belong to Christ.  Gal 3:7 and 3:29  It means Christians

[13] Which came first, the promises to Abraham, or the Law to Moses?  The promises to Abraham.  Gal 3:16-18

[14] Do God's promises contradict God's laws?  No.  Gal 3:21

[15] How many of us are shown to be sinful by the law?  Everyone  Gal 3:22
Galatians 3:13 "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:"


Jesus on a cross

Galatians, Chapter 4:
[16] What does the Spirit cry in our hearts?  Abba! Father!  Gal 4:6  "Abba" is Hebrew for "Daddy."

[17] When He delivered us from our slavery to sin what did we become?  God's children, God's heirs.  Gal 4:7

[18] What was Paul's physical condition when he first preached to the Galatians?  Not good.  Gal 4:13

[19] When Paul was with the Galatians what were they willing to give him?  Their eyes Gal 4:15

[20] Paul uses Abraham's two sons as an allegory of what? God's law and God's promise Gal 4:22-30

Galatians, Chapter 5:
[21] Who has made us free?  Christ Gal 5:1

[22] Of what use is circumcision?  None in Christ Gal 5:6
There is no spiritual value but their may be some health benefits for some people.

[23] What commandment fulfills the whole law?  Love your neighbor as yourself.  Gal 5:14

[24] How can we avoid being led by our fleshly lusts?  Walking by the Spirit Gal 5:16-18

[25] What have those who belong to Christ Jesus done?
Crucified the flesh with its passions, desires, affections, and lusts.  Gal 5:24  (NIV says sinful nature instead of flesh)


Man setting another man free of his chains.

Galatians 4:9" But now, after that ye have known God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage?"

Galatians, Chapter 6:
[26] What are we to do if we catch someone doing wrong?  Restore them with gentleness or meekness.  Gal 6:1

[27] Who's burdens are we to carry or bear?  Each the others  Gal 6:2

[28] What shall we reap or harvest?  Whatever we plant or sow.  Gal 6:7-9

[29] What avails, counts or matters with Christ Jesus?  A new creation Gal 6:15
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     Name: _______________________________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name

[A] In Galatians 2:19-20 it talks about death in the Law, crucifixion with Christ, and Christ living in us.  What is it talking about?

[B] Some people say that Paul teaches that the Old Testament does not apply to us as Christians.

Compare Galatians 3:6 with Genesis 15:6 

Compare Galatians 3:8 with Genesis 12:3 

Compare Galatians 3:12 with Leviticus 18:5 

Compare Galatians 3:13 with Deuteronomy 21:23 

Compare Galatians 3:10 with Deuteronomy 27:26 

Compare Galatians 3:11 with Habakkuk 2:4 

What do you think Paul is saying about the Old Testament having to do with our Christian walk today?

[C] In Galatians 3:24 it says the Law was designed to lead us to Jesus Christ.  Please explain this as if you were explaining it to an unbeliever.

[D] Are you bearing fruit for the Kingdom of God?  Write down the fruits of the Spirit listed in Galatians 5:22-23:

Beside each fruit mark the columns under "a lot", "some", or "a little" depending on how much of that fruit you see in your life.  In the notes column put a very short explanation.

FRUIT
"a lot"
"some"
"a little"
Explanation

(1)







(2)





(3)





(4)





(5)





(6)





(7)





(8)





(9)





[E] In Galatians 6:15 it talks about a new creation.  What is it talking about?

[F] What questions do you have?

[G] Please tell us your prayer requests.
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