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103 Epistles of Paul

Lesson 1 - 2nd Thessalonians

These first four pages are a guide for you to use as you read II John.  When you have completed your reading assignments answer the questions on pages 5 & 6 and give them to us.

You have already studied Philemon and Ephesians as lessons 3 and 5 of the 101 Bible Introduction course.  In this series of courses you will study the rest of the epistles of Paul.  We will start with 2nd Thessalonians because it is a very short book and we also need to study some introductory information about Paul.  Before we look at the this epistle (letter) of Paul let's look at the man Paul who wrote the letters we are going to be studying.

[P1] Read Acts 13:9.  What was Paul's other name?  ________
After the resurrection & ascension of Jesus Christ the church grew rapidly.  This made the authorities jealous.  They began to persecute the new Christian church.  In Acts 7, Stephen, one of the disciples, preaches a great 

sermon and is killed for it.  

Read Acts 7:54-8:3 and answer these two questions: 

[P2] Who watched over the clothes of the people who killed Stephen while they were stoning him?  ______
[P3] Who went into the houses of Christians and took both men and women to prison? __________
Read Acts 9:1-31 and answer the following questions:

[P4] What did Paul ask the High Priest for?  _________________________________

_________________________________
Paul watching as men stone Stephen.

Paul on road to Damascus with blinding light shining down on him.
[P5] Where was Paul when the light from heaven shined on him. ________________________________________
[P6] Who spoke to Paul after he was blinded?  ____________
[P7] How long was Paul blind? _____________________
[P8] How did Ananias know to go to heal Paul? ________________________________________
[P9] How did Ananias heal Paul? ________________________________________
[P10] After he was healed what did Paul do in the synagogues? ________________________________________
[P11] How did Paul escape being killed by the Jews? ________________________________________

[P12] When Paul tried to approach the disciples and they were frightened of him, who stood up for him?  ________________________

We know Paul went on missionary journeys in Asia Minor, Greece, Italy, and several islands in the Mediterranean.  Some scholars believe he may have gone to a number of other places as well.  He left behind him new churches and disciples everywhere he went.  The books we are going to study are letters he wrote to the Christians he left behind as he went on his way to plant new churches or sat in prison as the result of persecution.  

Read 2nd Corinthians 11:22-33.  Paul compares himself to some false teachers to show how foolish some of the Corinthians were to focus on such things to determine credibility.  This gives us a picture of the kind of life he led after he became a Christian.

[P13] Was Paul a descendant of Abraham?  _____________________
[P14] Was Paul often a prisoner? ___________________________
[P15] How many times did the Jews beat Paul?  __________________
[P16] How many times was he shipwrecked?  ___________________
[P17] What came on Paul daily?  ___________________________

_______________________________________________
Paul sitting in primitive jail.

The epistle of Paul to the Thessalonians is only 46 verses long, which is shorter than many of the chapters of other books in the Bible.  It is divided into three chapters.

Second Thessalonians, Chapter 1

The epistle begins by complimenting the Thessalonians for their mutual love and steadfast faith.  It acknowledges that they are suffering persecution for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  It promises that Jesus will return with power and glory and that those who persecute Christians will be judged at that time.  The Thessalonians are offered hope and prayer.

Read Chapter 1 of Second Thessalonians and answer the following questions:

[1A] Who is 2nd Thessalonians from? 

 _______________, _________________, and __________________  

[1B] How often should we thank God for our brothers in Christ?  ___________________ 

[1C] The Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with who and in what?  
_____________________________ and ______________________________  

[1D] What will happen to those who do not know and obey God?  ___________________________
[1E] How often does Paul pray for his readers?  _____________________ 

Second Thessalonians, Chapter 2

It appears the Thessalonians had received some kind of heretical letter from someone, that brought the doctrine of the second coming of Jesus Christ into question, by saying it had already happened.  Paul assures them that the Lord Jesus Christ is reliable and He will keep His promise to return for us.  Those who are lawless when He comes will be slain.  Paul acknowledges that Satan is hard at work deceiving as many as possible, but he comforts the Thessalonians that everything that is happening is according to God's plan, and that His grace and love are consistent.

Read Chapter 2 of Second Thessalonians and answer the following questions:

Paul says that several things will happen before Christ returns.  What are they?

[2A] ____________________________________________________________ and 
[2B] _______________________________________________________________ 

[2C] When did Paul first tell the Thessalonians about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ?  
___________________________________________________________

[2D] How will the lawless one be killed? 
___________________________________________________________

[2E] What do the saved love? _______________________ 

[2F] Paul exhorts the Thessalonians to hold on to what? 
___________________________________________________________

Second Thessalonians, Chapter 3

Paul asks the Thessalonians to pray for him, that God's Kingdom will grow through his work.  He expresses confidence that they will continue to walk in the ways of Christ.  He exhorts them to not listen to people who distort or contradict God's truth.   He offers himself as an example of someone following Christ.  He tells them not to associate with anyone who is living an unruly life, but to try to lead them into a Godly life.   He prays for the Thessalonians to have peace and grace.

Read Chapter 3 of Second Thessalonians and answer the following questions:

[3A] What does Paul want to spread rapidly?  
___________________________________________________________

[3B]  The Lord will strengthen us and protect us from who?  ________________________  

[3C] Paul prays that the Lord will direct our hearts into what and what?  _________________________________________________________________
 [3D] Who paid for the food of Paul, Silvanus & Timothy when they were missionaries among the Thessalonians?  _________________________________________________________  

[3E] What are we to not grow weary of doing?  _____________  

Boat being tossed about with people in water clinging to debris.

Paul is shipwrecked again - 2 Cor 11:25

Paul's Epistles:

The Doctrine of the Gospel: Romans, Galatians, I and II Corinthians

        Romans: The doctrine of the Gospel.  Salvation by grace alone, not dead works.

        I Corinthians: Correction of specific errors in the Corinthian church.

        II Corinthians: Gospel, Paul's apostolic authority, and stewardship.

        Galatians: Distinguishes Law and Gospel.

Letters from Prison: Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians

        Ephesians: Christ's love for His church and our appropriate response

        Philippians: A celebration of the Christian way of life

        Colossians: The doctrine of Jesus Christ

The Second Coming of Christ: I and II Thessalonians

        I Thessalonians: How the Christian who expects Jesus to return should live

        II Thessalonians: How the Christian who is being persecuted should live

Epistles to Individuals: I and II Timothy, Titus, Philemon

        I Timothy: Church organization and doctrine

        II Timothy: True discipleship

        Titus: Paul mentors a young pastor

        Philemon: A run away slave returns a better man
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103 Epistles of Paul

Lesson 1 - 2nd Thessalonians

------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------

Introduction to Paul

[P1] Read Acts 13:9.  What was Paul's other name?  Saul
[P2] Who watched over the clothes of the people who killed Stephen while they were stoning

        him?  Saul or Paul  Acts 7:58

[P3] Who went into the houses of Christians and took both men and women to prison? Saul of

         Paul. Acts 8:3

[P4] What did Paul ask the High Priest for?  Letters authorizing persecution of Christians in

        Damascus.  Act 9:1-2
[P5] Where was Paul when the light from heaven shined on him.  the Road to Damascus 

        Acts 9:3

[P6] Who spoke to Paul after he was blinded?  Jesus Acts 9:5

[P7] How long was Paul blind? Three days Acts 9:9

[P8] How did Ananias know to go to heal Paul?  The Lord appeared to him in a vision 

        Acts 9:10-16

[P9] How did Ananias heal Paul? laid his hands on him and prayed Acts 9:17-18

[P10] After he was healed what did Paul do in the synagogues?  Preached Christ Acts 9:19-22

[P11] How did Paul escape being killed by the Jews?  a basket Acts 9:23-25
Paul being lower over the city wall in a basket during the night.

[P12] When Paul tried to approach the disciples and they were frightened of him, who stood up for him?  Barnabas Acts 9:26-31

[P13] Was Paul a descendant of Abraham?  Yes 2 Cor 11:22

[P14] Was Paul often a prisoner? Yes 2 Cor 11:23

[P15] How many times did the Jews beat Paul?  Five 2 Cor 11:24

[P16] How many times was he shipwrecked? Three 2 Cor 11:25

[P17] What came on Paul daily? the care, concern, or anxiety for all the churches he started 2 Cor 11:28

[1A] Who is 2nd Thessalonians from?  Paul, Silvanus & Timothy.  2Th 1:1
 (It is assumed that when the epistle says I, it means Paul.  Silvanus and Timothy probably made only minor contributions, or could have just copied down what Paul said, or just delivered the letter.)

[1B] How often should we thank God for our brothers in Christ?  Always 2Th 1:3

[1C] The Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with who and in what?  With angels and in flaming fire.  2Th 1:7

[1D] What will happen to those who do not know and obey God?  Eternal destruction 2Th 1:8-9

[1E] How often does Paul pray for his readers?  Always 2Th 1:11

[2A] Apostasy comes and [2B] The man of  lawlessness is revealed 2Th 2:3

[2C] When did Paul first tell the Thessalonians about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ?  When he was with them in person.  2Th 2:5

[2D] How will the lawless one be killed? The breath of the Lord 2Th 2:8

[2E] What do the saved love? The truth 2Th 2:10

[2F] Paul exhorts the Thessalonians to hold on to what? The things Paul taught them 2Th 2:15

[3A] What does Paul want to spread rapidly?  The word of the Lord 2Th 3:1

[3B]  The Lord will strengthen us and protect us from who?  The evil one  2Th 3:3

[3C] Paul prays that the Lord will direct our hearts into what and what?  The love of God and the steadfastness of Christ.  2Th 3:5

[3D] Who paid for the food of Paul, Silvanus & Timothy when they were missionaries among the Thessalonians?  
They paid for their own food.  2Th 3:8

[3E] What are we to not grow weary of doing?  Good.  2Th 3:13
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Course 103

Lesson 1
2nd Thessalonians Questions[image: image4.png]


     Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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 (1) Write a short description of Paul before he met Jesus on the road to Damascus.
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 (2) Write a short description of Paul after he met Jesus on the road to Damascus.

[image: image7.png]


 (3) How would you explain 2Th 1:6-10 to an unbeliever?
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 (4) What do you think it means by the mystery of lawlessness" in 2Th 2:7-8?
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 (5) Is 2Th 3:7-12 saying that the pastor of a church should not be paid by the church?  Why or why not?
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 (6) Which verse would you select to memorize from 2nd Thessalonians?  Why?
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 (7) What did you learn from 2nd Thessalonians that you might be able to use in your own life?
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 (8) If someone asked you what 2nd Thessalonians was about what would you say?
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 (9) Do you have any questions?  About 2nd Thessalonians?  About Paul?  About anything?
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 (10) What are your prayer requests?
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