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103 The Epistles of Paul

Lesson 10 – Second Timothy

2nd Timothy is the second letter from Paul to a young pastor he was mentoring.  In the previous lesson we looked at the first letter and the man Timothy as found in the book of Acts.  In this lesson we will look at the second letter Paul wrote to his right hand man.  It is believed to be written from Rome when Paul was a prisoner there.  (See verses 2Tm 1:8, 1:17, and 2:9)  Because of some of the things Paul says in this letter many believe he was "passing the torch of leadership" to Timothy in this letter.  2Tim 2:2 and 2Tim 4:6-8 tend to give this impression.

SECOND TIMOTHY - CHAPTER 1

Paul expresses his fondness for Timothy.  Paul compliments Timothy on his faith.  Paul reminds Timothy of the power of God working in him.  Paul gives a two line summary of the Gospel and affirms his own apostolic calling.  He tells Timothy to be careful with the Gospel message. Paul mentions some people who have turned against him and someone who has been kind and useful.

Read 2nd Timothy chapter 1 and answer the following questions:

[1A] How does Paul characterize his relationship with Timothy?  _____________________________________

[1B] Paul names two other believers in Timothy's family.  
Who? _______________________ & _______________________
[1C] How did Paul say he imparted the gift of God to Timothy?  ____________________________
[1D] How does Paul characterize his current situation or circumstances?  _______________________
[1E] Who does Paul praise for his service towards him in Ephesus and Rome?   ___________________

.

Man laying hands on another and praying

SECOND TIMOTHY - CHAPTER 2

Paul encourages Timothy to be strong and faithful in carrying the Gospel message to others.  Paul uses several analogies to other callings to underline the importance of doing the work of the Gospel very well.  He warns Timothy to avoid evil people and useless arguments.  In addition, to the various callings Paul also likens the minister of the Gospel to a dish or vessel in God's house that is used for honorable things. He urges Timothy to be virtuous.  

Drawing of vessels.

2 Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. 

Read 2nd Timothy chapter 2 and answer the questions that follow.  As you read, notice the little poem in 2Tm 2:11-13.  Some versions set it off in special type to show it is a poem.

To what five occupations does Paul liken his ministry and that of Timothy? 
[2A] ___________________ 
[2B] ___________________ 
[2C] ___________________
[2D] ___________________
[2E] ___________________

[2F] How does Paul say we should handle people who disagree with us?   ______________________________

The King James Version of  2nd Timothy 2:15 says, "Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."  Modern versions do not use the word "Study."  NASB says, "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth."  The NIV says, "Do you best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth."  This change is frequently criticized by people who love the King James Version.  I love the King James Version, too.  However, in this case the modern versions are better.  The critics say things like, "The word ‘Study’ has been omitted from the modern versions and without question changes the meaning of the verse." However, the modern translations do nothing to change the meaning of the verse in this case. Instead they make it more understandable. In 1611, when the King James Version was translated, the word "study" did not always mean what it does today. The word comes from the Latin studium meaning "to devote oneself." In 1611 it could be taken in the sense that we take it today, but it more often retained its older sense of "considered endeavor towards some objects, earnest and reasoned effort, desire, or thought." (Webster's Unabridged 1933 "spoudason" is the underlying Greek word and is no different in the various Greek versions. (i.e. There is no textual problem causing the difference in translation.) Spoudason means, "1. To hasten, make haste, or 2. to exert one's self, endeavor, give diligence." Thayer's 1885.  Clearly, "Be diligent" or "do your best" is a much better translation of spoudason than "study." 
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SECOND TIMOTHY - CHAPTER 3

Paul says that difficult times will come because of evil people.  He describes these people and tells us to avoid such people.  He compares them to some of the people who gave Moses so much trouble.  He exhorts us to be better people.  While others are becoming worse and worse, we are to become better and better.  The means for doing this is God's word.

Read 2nd Timothy chapter 3 and answer the following questions:

[3A] Paul says that difficult times will come because, among other problems, men will become lovers of what three things:  __________________ ,  __________________ & __________________ 

[3B] What are we to do about men such as the one Paul describes? ___________________________
[3C] These men hold on to a form of godliness but  ____________________________________
[3D] These men are always learning but ___________________________________________ 

[3E] Who rescued Paul from persecutions and sufferings?  ________________________________ 

[3F] What will happen to all who desire to live godly?  __________________________________
[3G] What is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness?  ___________________________________________
Man holding scroll.

2 Timothy 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

SECOND TIMOTHY - CHAPTER 4

Paul tells Timothy some specific things to do in order for Timothy to fulfill his calling as an evangelist.  Paul seems to suggest that he does not expect to live much longer and that he hopes that Timothy can come soon and bring some specific things that Paul needs and person he wants to see.  He gives some information about several different people, sends greetings to others, and closes his letter with a blessing.

Read 2nd Timothy chapter 4 and answer the following questions:

In verses 1 through 5 Paul instructs Timothy to do nine things.  What are they?

[4A] ___________________ [4B] ___________________ [4C] ___________________ 

[4D] ___________________ [4E] ___________________ [4F] ___________________ 

[4G] ___________________ [4H] ___________________ [4I] ___________________ 

[4J] Who is Timothy to bring with him when he comes? ___________________ 

Athlete being crowned with wreath upon his head while crowd cheers. 

2 Tim 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 

------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------

[1A] How does Paul characterize his relationship with Timothy?  Father of a beloved son 2Tm 1:2, 2Tm 2:1

[1B] Paul names two other believers in Timothy's family.  Who?  Grandmother Lois & Mother Eunice 2Tm 1:5

[1C] How did Paul say he imparted the gift of God to Timothy?  Laying on of hands 2Tm 1:6

[1D] How does Paul characterize his current situation or circumstances?  He is a prisoner 2Tm 1:8

[1E] Who does Paul praise for his service towards him in Ephesus and Rome?  Onesiphorus 2Tm 1:16-18

To what five occupations does Paul liken his ministry and that of Timothy? 
[2A] Soldier (2Tm 2:3-4), 
[2B] Athlete  (2Tm 2:5), 
[2C] Farmer  (2Tm 2:6), 
[2D] Workman  (2Tm 2:15) and 
[2E] Bond-servant  (2Tm 2:24).

[2F] How does Paul say we should handle people who disagree with us?  Gently correct them  (2Tm 2:23-26)

[3A] Paul says that difficult times will come because, among other problems, men will become lovers of what three things: 
Lovers of self, lovers of money, and lovers of pleasure 2Tm 3:2 and 2Tm 3:4

[3B] What are we to do about men such as the one Paul describes?  Avoid them 2Tm 3:5

[3C] These men hold on to a form of godliness but deny its power.  2Tm 3:5

[3D] These men are always learning but are never able to understand the truth. 2Tm 3:7

[3E] Who rescued Paul from persecutions and sufferings?  The Lord  2Tm 3:11

[3F] What will happen to all who desire to live godly? Persecution 2Tm 3:12

[3G] What is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness?  
All Scripture 2Tm 3:16

In verses 1 through 5 Paul instructs Timothy to do nine things.  What are they?

[4A] preach the word;
[4B] be ready in season and out of season;
[4C] reprove; 

[4D] rebuke;
[4E] exhort; 
[4F] be sober in all things, 
[4G] endure hardship,
[4H] do the work of an evangelist,
[4I] fulfill your ministry. 
(2Tm 4:2 and 4:5)

[4J] Who is Timothy to bring with him when he comes?  Mark  (2Tm 4:11)
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     Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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 (1)   2nd Tim 1:5 Paul mentions some relatives in Timothy's family who are Christians.  Are there Christians in your family who are praying for you right now?  Are you praying for the lost in your family?  What else can you do to help your family members come to know Christ or to grow more mature in Him?
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 (2) Please answer any one of these three questions:

(A) 2nd Tim 2:3-4 compares Christian ministry with being a soldier.  Explain what you think Paul meant by this.

(B) 2nd Tim 2:5 compares Christian ministry with being an athlete.  Explain what you think Paul meant by this.

(C) 2nd Tim 2:6 compares Christian ministry with being a farmer.  Explain what you think Paul meant by this.
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 (3) In 2nd Timothy 4:1-5 Paul gives Timothy some very specific instructions in such a way that some people think they are more important because uses phrase like, "I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus."  Do you think Paul meant for some of his instructions to be taken more seriously than others?  Why, or why not?
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 (4) Which verse would you select to memorize from 2nd Timothy?  Why?
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 (5) If someone asked you what 2nd Timothy was about what would you say?
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 (6) Has this lesson on 2nd Timothy been helpful to you?  Why or why not?
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 (7) Do you have any questions?  About 2nd Timothy?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (8) What are your prayer requests?
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