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103 The Epistles of Paul

Lesson 8 - 1st Thessalonians

The book of 1st Thessalonians is considered by many to be the first letter written by Paul.  Of course, we do not know for sure.  Before we study the book itself, let's take a look at the story of the founding of the church at Thessalonica, as reported in Acts 17.

Map of Paul's missionary journeys.  

Acts 17:1 reports a journey of about 100 miles along the great Roman highway known as the Egnatian Way.  It probably took about three days from Phillipi to Thessalonica, with Amphipolis and Apollonia being the towns, where they spent the night.  Thessalonica was on the sea coast, was the largest city in, and the capital city of, the Roman province of Macedonia.  Paul and his missionary team made many converts over a period of several months, not only among the Jews during the first three weeks, but among the general population of the city as time went by.  I believe that the gospel Paul preached, and the evidence he gave, was most similar to the contents of the Gospel of Luke, because Luke was a disciple of Paul.  When the Jews, who did not convert to Christianity, saw Paul's success, they became jealous and angry.  They made so much trouble for Paul, that on the advice of the people of the church, he went to Berea, a small rural town about 50 miles away.  The Jews were so angry at him, that when they heard, that he was there, they tried to make trouble for him there as well.

Please read Acts 17:1-15 and answer the following questions:

[AA] Paul gave evidence that Jesus was who? ____________________________ 

[AB] In whose house did Paul probably stay while he was in Thessalonica?  __________________ 

[AC] Where did Paul go after he left Berea? __________________________ 

(See also Acts 20:4, Acts 27:2, Philippians 4:16, 2 Timothy 4:10)

1st Thessalonians 1 

Paul starts out by referring to the difficult beginning the church had and complimenting them on being truly committed believers.    Paul's evidence for this is the impact their witness has made on the entire province and beyond.

Please read 1 Thessalonians Chapter 1 and answer the following questions:

[1A] Besides Paul, who else wrote 1st Thessalonians?  _____________________________
People throwing away their idols and walking away from them.

[1C] What does Jesus rescue us from?    ______________________________________ 

[1B] Who did the Thessalonians imitate?  _____________________________________
1st Thessalonians 2 

Paul's mistreatment in Philippi, described in Acts 16, is mentioned, and then he talks about some of what happened in Acts 17, which we read above.  He reminds them, that he paid his own expenses, while he was among them.  Paul expressed gratitude for those that received the word of God, and began to live by it, in spite of the violent resistance of some people of the city.

Please read 1st Thessalonians Chapter 2 and answer the following questions:

[2A] Where had Paul been right before he went to Thessalonica?  ________________________  

[2B] To what does Paul compare his behavior towards the Thessalonians? ____________________
[2C] What did Paul proclaim to the Thessalonians? ________________________________ 

[2D] In what way were the Thessalonians like the other churches of God?  ____________________ 

[2E] Who did Paul blame for not coming to visit the Thessalonians? _______________________
1st Thessalonians 3 

Paul was concerned about the Thessalonians were doing in his absence and that they might be upset about rumors that may have reached him concerning his afflictions.  When he got word that they were doing well he rejoiced in the Lord and complimented the Thessalonians.

Please read 1st Thessalonians Chapter 3 and answer the following questions:

[3A] Who did Paul send from Athens to Thessalonica? _________________________________
[3B] What good news did this messenger return to Paul with? _________________________________

_________________________________
[3C] Paul prayed that God the Father and the Lord Jesus would direct his path or way where? _____________________________________
Laden Donkey.
Traveling in New Testament times

1st Thessalonians 4 

As pleased as Paul was with the report about the Thessalonians, he encouraged them to do even better.  He reminds them of all the commandments of God in general and sexual immorality and fraud in particular.  He reminded them of the blessed hope we have of the coming of Jesus Christ and gave a few details about it.

Please read 1 Thessalonians Chapter 4 and answer the following questions:

[4A] Disobedience is a rejection of whom?  _________

_________________________________
[4B] What ambition or life goals did Paul suggest for his readers?  ____________________________

_________________________________
[4C] Who will come down from heaven with a shout?  
Picture of Jesus' return.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 

_________________________________________________________
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[4D] Who will rise from the dead first?  ______________________________________
[4E] Where will the living and the risen meet the Lord? ______________________________
[4F] How long will we stay with the Lord? ____________________________________
1 Thessalonians 5 

Paul describes the kind of time it will be when the Lord returns.  Paul tells us what kind of attitude those expecting the Lord to return soon should have.  Paul urges his readers to appreciate their spiritual leaders and gives a list of specific behaviors he expects of us.

Please read 1 Thessalonians Chapter 5 and answer the following questions:

[5A] How will the day of the Lord come?  ______

_____________________________
[5B] We are not of the darkness but of _____________________________. 

[5C] What were the Thessalonians doing that Paul wanted them to continue?  ______________

_____________________________
[5D] How often are we to rejoice? __________

_____________________________
[5E] How often are we to pray?  ___________

_____________________________
[5F] Which kinds of evil are we to avoid? 
People working.

Tending to their own business, 

and working with their hands.

__________________________________________________________
[5G] What are we to examine carefully? ____________________________________
Two children kneeling in prayer beside bed. 

------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------

[AA] Paul gave evidence that Jesus was who? The Christ Acts 17:3

[AB] In whose house did Paul probably stay while he was in Thessalonica?  Jason Acts 17:5-6

[AC] Where did Paul go after he left Berea? Athens Acts 17:15

[1A] Besides Paul, who else wrote 1st Thessalonians?  Silvanus and Timothy 1Th 1:1

[1B] Who did the Thessalonians imitate?  Paul, his missionary team and the Lord 1Th 1:6

[1C] What does Jesus rescue us from?  The wrath to come 1Th 1:10

[2A] Where had Paul been right before he went to Thessalonica?  Philippi.  1Th 2:2

[2B] To what does Paul compare his behavior towards the Thessalonians?  A nursing mother 1Th 2:7

[2C] What did Paul proclaim to the Thessalonians? Gospel of God 1Th 2:9

[2D] In what way were the Thessalonians like the other churches of God?  Sufferings 1Th 2:14

[2E] Who did Paul blame for not being able to visit the Thessalonians?  Satan 1Th 2:18

[3A] Who did Paul send from Athens to Thessalonica?  Timothy 1Th 2:1-2

[3B] What good news did this messenger return to Paul with?  The faith and love of the Thessalonians  1Th 3:6

[3C] Paul prayed that God the Father and the Lord Jesus would direct his path or way where?  
Back to visit the Thessalonians.  1Th 3:11

[4A] Disobedience is a rejection of whom?  God, not man  1Th 4:8

[4B] What ambition or life goals did Paul suggest for his readers? 
A quiet life, tending to their own business, and working with their hands 1Th 4:11

[4C] Who will come down from heaven with a shout?  The Lord  1Th 4:16

[4D] Who will rise from the dead first?  The dead in Christ 1Th 4:16

[4E] Where will the living and the risen meet the Lord?  In the clouds in the air 1Th 4:17

[4F] How long will we stay with the Lord? Forever 1Th 4:17

[5A] How will the day of the Lord come?  Like a thief in the night 1Th 5:2

[5B] We are not of the darkness but of the day.  1Th 5:5 & 8

[5C] What were the Thessalonians doing that Paul wanted them to continue? 
Encouraging each other and building each other up 1Th 5:11

[5D] How often are we to rejoice? Always 1Th 5:16

[5E] How often are we to pray?  All the time 1Th 5:17

[5F] Which kinds of evil are we to avoid?  All of them 1Th 5:22

[5G] What are we to examine carefully? Everything 1Th 5:21
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     Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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 (1) How were the Bereans different than the Thessalonians? (Acts 17:11)  Which are you more like?  Why?
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 (2) What does I Thessalonians tell us about the end times?
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 (3) Do you pray as much as Paul says to in I Thess 5:17.  Why?
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 (4) Which verse would you select to memorize from 1st Thessalonians?  Why?
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 (5) What was the most interesting thing you learned while studying 1st Thessalonians?
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 (6) If someone asked you what 1st Thessalonians was about what would you say?
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 (7) Do you have any questions?  About 1st Thessalonians?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (8) What are your prayer requests?
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