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103 The Epistles of Paul

Lesson 7 - Colossians

Colossians is a letter from Paul to the Christians in the city of Colossi.  Paul wrote the letter from prison, probably in Rome.  He apparently wrote the book of Ephesians at around the same time, for the books are very similar.  

Expect to learn these lessons from Colossians:


Jesus Christ is the Creator of everything and has authority over it, so we should obey Him.


Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church, so we should obey Him.


Jesus Christ is the Firstborn from the dead, so we should obey Him.


Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior, so we should obey Him.


Jesus Christ within us gives us the strength for Godly living, so we should obey Him.


Jesus Christ gives us the example of the Godly life, so we should obey Him.


Jesus Christ is the treasury of all wisdom and knowledge, so we should obey Him.


Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the prophecies of God.

In Jesus Christ there are no ethnic, economic, or national differences.

CHAPTER 1

Paul greets the Colossians and compliments them for their faith and love.  If gives the credit for them doing well to the hearing of the Gospel message of Jesus Christ.  He prays that they will be filled with God's wisdom and because of that behave well, rejoice in the Lord, and give thanks to Him.  We owe Him our gratitude for His great salvation of us from our former evil ways.  Jesus Christ is lifted up as the Creator of the universe, the firstborn from the dead, and the head of the church.

Read Colossians chapter 1 and answer the following questions:
Drawing of created things.

Colossians 1:15 He is the first-born Son, superior to all created things.

[1A]  Who was the co-author of this book with Paul?  ______________ 

[1B]  How often did Paul and Timothy pray for the Colossians?  ____________ 

[1C]  Who has given Paul a report about the Colossians?  ________________ 

[1D]  The Son is the image of what?  __________________________________ 

[1E]  The Son is the firstborn of what?  ________________________ 

[1F]  Who does Paul proclaim?  ____________ 

[1G]  Whose power works within Paul?  ________________ 

CHAPTER 2

Paul affirms his concern form his readers.  He points to Jesus Christ as the source of everything worth knowing.  He warns them not to allow themselves to be tricked by false and deceptive teaching.  He suggests the best way to avoid being fooled is to understand the supremacy of Jesus Christ in all things.  He tells us not to put ourselves once again under the rule of men and their traditions.  We are to die to the things of this world with Jesus Christ.

Read Colossians chapter 2 and answer the following questions:

[2A]  Where are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden?  __________________ 

[2B]  On whom does the fullness of Diety dwell?  ________________________________
[2C]  With whom are we buried in baptism? ________________________________
[2D]  With whom are we made alive again? ________________________________
[2E]  What are we to not allow others be judges of us about? ____________________________
[2F]   We avoid being deceived by holding onto what?  _________________________________

CHAPTER 3
Open Bible and cross.

Our lives are hidden with Christ in God.  We are to be dead to earthly things.  They are the things that lead to the downfall and destruction of the lost.  In Christ there are no ethnic, economic, or national differences.  We are to let the peace and word of Christ dwell in our hearts in such a way that we bring forth the fruit of a Godly life.  We are serving God when we do whatever we do, well.  He lists some specific thing to do and not do.

Read Colossians chapter 3 and answer the following questions:

[3A]  Where is Jesus Christ now?  ____________

_________________________________
[3B]  Where is our life hidden? _____________

_________________________________
[3C]  What are we to consider our earthly bodies? _________________________________
[3D]  What are we not to do to one another? _________________________________
[3E]  What are we to do for one another? _________________________________
[3F]  What can children do to please the Lord? _________________________________

_________________________________
A man begging for forgiveness

CHAPTER 4

Paul finishes his lists of do's and do not's started in the previous chapter.  He concludes the letter with some personal notes.

Read Colossians chapter 4 and answer the following questions:

[4A]  What are we to devote ourselves to?  ____________ 

[4B]  Who did Paul send with news about himself? ________________ 

[4C]  Who is a prisoner with Paul?  ______________________ 

[4D]  Which gospel writer is with Paul?  ________ 
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 [5] MATCHING EXERCISE:  Which verses in Ephesians match which verses in Colossians?  

Draw lines connecting the matching verses.

Col 1:10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

Eph 2:3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

Col 1:21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,

Eph 3:2 if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace which was given to me for you;

Col 1:25 Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God,

Eph 4:1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,

Col 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

Eph 5:19-20 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father

Col 3:8 But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.

Eph 5:6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.

Col 3:10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him-- 

Eph 4:31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.

Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

Eph 4:23-24 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.

Col 3:18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.

Eph 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

Col 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.

Eph 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Col 3:20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.

Eph 5:22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

Col 3:21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.

Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,

Col 4:1 Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.

Eph 4:29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.

Col 4:6 Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.

Eph 6:9 And masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.

------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------

[1A]  Who was the co-author of this book with Paul?  Timothy Col 1:1

[1B]  How often did Paul and Timothy pray for the Colossians?  Always Col 1:3

[1C]  Who has given Paul a report about the Colossians?  Epaphras Col 1:7

[1D]  The Son is the image of what?  The invisible God Col 1:15

[1E]  The Son is the firstborn of what?  All creation Col 1:15

[1F]  Who does Paul proclaim?  Christ Col 1:28

[1G]  Whose power works within Paul?  Christ's Col 1:29

[2A]  Where are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden?  In Christ Cor 2:2-3

[2B]  On whom does the fullness of Diety dwell?  Christ Cor 2:8-9

[2C]  With whom are we buried in baptism?  Christ Cor 2:11-12

[2D]  With whom are we made alive again?  Christ Cor 2:13

[2E]  What are we to not allow others be judges of us about?  Food, drink, and holidays Cor 2:16

[2F]   We avoid being deceived by holding onto what?  The head, Jesus Christ Cor 2:18-19

[3A]  Where is Jesus Christ now?  At the right hand of God  Cor 3:1

[3B]  Where is our life hidden? With Christ in God Cor 3:3

[3C]  What are we to consider our earthly bodies?  Dead to sin Cor 3:5

[3D]  What are we not to do to one another?  Lie Cor 3:9

[3E]  What are we to do for one another?  Bear and forgive Cor 3:13

[3F]  What can children do to please the Lord?  Obey their parents.  Cor 3:20

 [4A]  What are we to devote ourselves to?  Prayer Cor 4:2

[4B]  Who did Paul send with news about himself? Tychicus Cor 4:7 (He probably also delivered this letter.)

[4C]  Who is a prisoner with Paul?  Aristarchus Cor 4:10

[4D]  Which gospel writer is with Paul?  Luke Cor 4:14  
(Cor 4:10 is probably not referring to Mark, the author of the Gospel by that name, but it might be him.)

MATCHING EXERCISE:  Some of the similar verses between Colossians and Ephesians:

Col 1:10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
Eph 4:1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,

Col 1:21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,
Eph 2:3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

Col 1:25 Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God,
Eph 3:2 if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace which was given to me for you;

Col 2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.
Eph 5:6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.

Col 3:8 But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth.
Eph 4:31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.

Col 3:10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him-- 
Eph 4:23-24 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.

Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Eph 5:19-20 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father

Col 3:18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
Eph 5:22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

Col 3:19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them.
Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,

Col 3:20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.
Eph 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.

Col 3:21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.
Eph 6:4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Col 4:1 Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.
Eph 6:9 And masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.

Col 4:6 Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.
Eph 4:29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.
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     Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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 (1)  Colossians 1:21 and Colossians 3:9-12 describes us before and after Christ.   Which description fits you better?  Why? 
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 (2) How well are you practicing Colossians 4:2-3?  Why?
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 (3) What does Colossians 2:9 mean?
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 (4) Which verse would you select to memorize from Colossians?  Why?
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 (5) What did you learn from Colossians that you might be able to use in your own life?
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 (6) If someone asked you what Colossians was about what would you say?
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 (7) Do you have any questions?  About Colossians?  About the Bible?  About anything?
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 (8) What are your prayer requests?
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