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103 The Epistles of Paul

Lesson 4 - 2nd Corinthians

Question 1 on page 5 asks about Titus.  You may want to take note of things that are said about Titus throughout 2nd Corinthians so you can answer that question when you get to it.

In 1st Corinthians Paul had said he intended to come to Corinth, as he passed through Macedonia (1st Corinthians 16:5), but, since he was not going to come for some time, he writes this second epistle to them about a year after the first.  Apparently there are three main reasons for this.  (1) The person he told them to throw out for bad behavior in the last letter is now sorry and should be let back in the church.  (2) There was some funds being raised to help the persecuted Christians in Jerusalem and he wanted the Corinthians to have a chance to help.  (3) Someone was attacking Paul's reputation and/or authority.

There are several points to notice in 2nd Corinthians.  There is a report of Paul's successful missionary work elsewhere and some of the obstacles and trials faced by him and members of his team.  He talks about how they stay motivated in the face of these troubles.  Paul defends his apostleship, integrity and reputation.  Paul makes some interesting comparisons between the Old Testament and the Gospel.  Chapters 8, 9 and 10 of 2nd Corinthians talk about giving to God's work.  God's work is carried out  using the voluntary contributions of God's people.  

Read Acts 18:1-18 and answer the following questions.

[A] When he first got to Corinth how often did Paul go to the synagogue (Jewish church).  __________________

______________________________________
Inside a Synagogue - Jewish Church

[B] How long did Paul stay in Corinth? ____________________________

Read Chapter 1 of 2nd Corinthians and answer the following questions:

[1C] Who wrote 2nd Corinthians?  _________________

______________________
[1B] Who gives us comfort in our trouble, tribulation or afflictions? __________________ 

[1C] Where has the Spirit been placed.  ________________________________ 
One man comforting another.

II Cor. 1:4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.

Read Chapter 2 of 2nd Corinthians and answer the following questions:

[2A] When someone has been punished for his crimes, as Christians, what should we do?  ________________________________________________ 

[2B] As Christians we should NOT be ignorant of the devices or schemes of whom?  __________ 

Read Chapter 3 of 2nd Corinthians and answer the following questions:

[3A] The letter kills but the Spirit gives what?  ________ 

[3B] Where can liberty or freedom be found?  _______________________________
Read Chapter 4 of 2nd Corinthians and answer the following questions:

[4A] What did Paul and Timothy preach?  _________________________________
[4B] Who will raise us from the grave? ______________________________________
Read Chapter 5 of 2nd Corinthians and answer the following questions:

[5A] As Christians, instead of walking by sight, we walk by what?  ________________________________________
Paul preaching

Foot prints

[5B] What controls, constrains, or compels us? ____________________________
Read Chapter 6 of 2nd Corinthians and answer the following questions:

[6A] When is the day of salvation?  ______________________  

[6B] Who are we not to be linked, matched, yoked, or bound together with?  ________

__________________________

Read Chapter 7 of 2nd Corinthians and answer the following questions:

[7A] Why should we cleanse ourselves from 
Drawing of an oxen and a donkey yoked together, not getting along.  They are scowling at each other.

Unequally Yoked

sinfulness?  ___________________ 

[7B] How did Paul's confidence in the Corinthians make him feel?  ___________________
Read Chapter 8 of 2nd Corinthians and answer the following questions:

[8A] Jesus became poor for the sake of whom?  ____________________ 

[8B] True or false?  Paul was only interested in doing what was right or honorable in God's eyes  ___
Read Chapter 9 of 2nd Corinthians and answer the following questions:

[9A] Paul boasted to the Macedonians about whom? ___________________________
[9B] What kind of giver does God love? _______________

[image: image2.png]



103 The Epistles of Paul - Lesson 4 -  2nd Corinthians

Read Chapter 10 of 2nd Corinthians and answer the following questions:

[10A] What did Paul NOT want to do with his letters?  _________________________________
[10B] How are we to boast or give glory to ourselves?  _________________________________
Read Chapter 11 of 2nd Corinthians and answer the following questions:

[11A] Who does Paul call our husband? ________________________

_______________________________
[11B] What does Satan disguise himself as? ______________________

______________________________
Drawing of a dark angel.

Satan disguises himself

Read Chapter 12 of 2nd Corinthians and answer the following questions:

[12A] What did Paul pray three times to have removed without success? _________________
[12B] What did Paul say would make him mourn, grieve, or bewail? ___________________
Read Chapter 13 of 2nd Corinthians and answer the following questions:

[13A] How does Jesus Christ live? ____________________________________________
[13B] Paul said we are to test or examine ourselves to make sure of what? _______________________

_______________________________________________________________
Chapters 8, 9 and 10 of 2nd Corinthians talk about giving to God's work.  Giving to God's work is an important part of our Christian walk.  It reminds us that everything we have belongs to Him.  It allows us to have a share in the spiritual fruit of others labors.  It provides the means for God's work to be done.  However, make no mistake about it, God does not need you to give Him money.  It is you who need to shoulder the responsibility of spending God's money wisely.  Many people say, "You can not out give God."  But they do not all mean the same thing.  Some understand it to mean that if you give to God he will make you wealthy, with a large bank account and many
Adult hand with a baby's hand laying across it.

Everything we have 

belongs to God

luxuries.  He might, if you are responsible enough to have such things.  Most of us are not that responsible.  What it means is that everything you have including your body and your life are from God.  Since you have already consumed

much of it on your lust and comfort you will never be able to give it all back to Him.  If you are God's child, He will take care of you.  You can demonstrate that you come from the very wealthy family of God by giving generously.  The ability to give is a blessing from God.  Giving is a blessing.  You can participate in giving no matter what your income or resources.  Every penny you spend should be spent based on your best understanding of how God would have you to spend it.  If it is not possible for you to give to a church than use your money as if you are a church.  Spend it to promote God's Kingdom.

Paul says, in Acts 20:35 "In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'"
A young person rising to offer their seat to an elderly man with cane.

help the weak

---------- ANSWERS -----------

[A] When he first got to Corinth how often did Paul go to the synagogue (Jewish church).  
He went every Sabbath (Saturday)  Acts 18:4

[B] How long did Paul stay in Corinth? 18 months or a year and half Acts 18:11

[1C] Who wrote 2nd Corinthians?  Paul & Timothy  2Cor 1:1

[1B] Who gives us comfort in our trouble, tribulation or afflictions? God 2Cor 1:4

[1C] Where has the Spirit been placed.  In our hearts 2Cor 1:22

[2A] When someone has been punished for his crimes, as Christians, what should we do? 
Comfort and forgive him.  2Cor 1:6-7

[2B] As Christians we should not be ignorant of the devices or schemes of whom?  Satan 2Cor 2:11

[3A] The letter kills but the Spirit gives what?  Life 2Cor 3:6

[3B] Where can liberty or freedom be found?  Where ever the Spirit of the Lord is found.  2Cor 3:17

[4A] What did Paul and Timothy preach?  Christ Jesus as Lord.  2Cor 4:5

[4B] Who will raise us from the grave? The One who raised Jesus, that is God.  2Cor 4:14

[5A] As Christians, instead of walking by sight, we walk by what?  Faith 2Cor 5:7

[5B] What controls, constrains, or compels us? The love of Christ 2Cor 5:14

[6A] When is the day of salvation?  Now  2Cor 6:2

[6B] Who are we not to be linked, matched, yoked, or bound together with?  Unbelievers  2Cor 6:14-16

[7A] Why should we cleanse ourselves from sinfulness?  Because we have God's promises 2Cor 7:1

[7B] How did Paul's confidence in the Corinthians make him feel?  Glad or rejoicing 2Cor 7:16

[8A] Jesus became poor for the sake of whom?  Christians 2Cor 8:9

[8B] True or false?  Paul was only interested in doing what was right or honorable in God's eyes.  False 2Cor 8:21

[9A] Paul boasted to the Macedonians about whom? The Corinthians.  2Cor 9:2

[9B] What kind of giver does God love? Cheerful 2Cor 9:7

[10A] What did Paul NOT want to do with his letters?  Frighten or terrify 2Cor 10:9

[10B] How are we to boast or give glory to ourselves?  In the Lord 2Cor 10:17

[11A] Who does Paul call our husband? Christ 2Cor 11:2

[11B] What does Satan disguise himself as? An angel of light 2Cor 11:14

[12A] What did Paul pray three times to have removed without success? A thorn in the flesh 2Cor 12:7-8

[12B] What did Paul say would make him mourn, grieve, or bewail? Unrepentant sinners 2Cor 12:21

[13A] How does Jesus Christ live? By the power of God 2Cor 13:3-4 

[13B] Paul said we are to test or examine ourselves to make sure of what? 
That we are in the faith, that we know Jesus is in us  2Cor 13:5
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 Name: _______________________________________

Mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 
or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name
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 [1] What does this book tell us about Titus?
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 [2] What does 2nd Corinthians 3:2-3 mean to you?
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 [3] In 2nd Corinthians 12:1-6, many people believe that Paul was referring to John, and the book of Revelations.  What do you think and why?
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 [4] In 2nd Corinthians 12:7-9, Paul talks about a thorn in the flesh that God allowed to stay with him, to keep Paul humble, and to demonstrate God's grace.  Do you have something like this?  Explain.
Man with a 

HUGE THORN 

piercing his arm.

Thorn in the flesh.
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 [5] What did you learn while reading 2nd Corinthians that you might apply to your own life?
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 [6] Which verse in 2nd Corinthians would you select to memorize and why?
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[7] What questions do you have?
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 [8] What prayer requests do you have?
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