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102
Fundamentals of the Faith

Lesson 3 - Holy Spirit

The first four pages are a guide for you to use as you read about the fundamentals.  When you have completed your reading assignments answer the questions on the last two pages and mail that page to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116.  Do not forget to include your name.  .

We believe the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to convict men, indwell, guide, instruct, and empower the believer for Godly living and service. The Holy Spirit chooses to use His position to exalt and glorify Jesus Christ even though the Spirit is equal to the Son and would have every right to exalt Himself. 

To explain this in a little more detail—

(1) The ministry of the Holy Spirit is to:


(A) convict, that is, to convince people of their sinfulness


(B) indwell, that is, to fill Christians and abide with them


(C) guide, that is, to show Christians what to do and what to say


(D) instruct, that is, to teach Christians how to understand the Bible


(E) empower, give believers the strength for Godly living and service in His kingdom



and


(F) exalt and glorify Jesus Christ.

and

(2) The Spirit is equal to the Son.

Read these scriptures and fill in the blanks.  Read the whole passage before answering.  

(Correct answer key on page 4)

1A - convict, that is, to convince people of their sinfulness

Read John 16:7-15.  (In verse 8 some versions instead of saying "convict men of sin" say "reprove men of sin."  Same idea.)  Without the Holy Spirit our nature is to make excuses for ourselves until we are convinced we have not done anything all that bad.

Who or what does Jesus say He is going to send? _____________

1B - indwell, that is, to fill Christians and abide with them

Read Ephesians 5:18.  Instead of filling ourselves with things that make us drunk like alcohol and drugs, we are to be filled with what? ______________
Bible stick people jumping and leaping with joy.

Filled with the Holy Spirit
Bible stick people acting in a drunken stupor.

Filled with alcohol or drugs

1C - guide, that is, to show Christians what to do and what to say

Read 2 Peter 1:20-21.   Prophecy came from these men because they were ____________ by the Holy Spirit (or Holy Ghost)   Do think the Holy Spirit still does this?


Bible stick people being led by a dove representing the Holy Spirit. 

1D - instruct, that is, to teach Christians how to understand the Bible

Read 1 Corinthians 2:10-13.  The writer of Corinthians, Paul, is stating that the words he is using were taught to him by who or what?  _________________

1E - empower, that is, give believers the strength for Godly living and 
service in His kingdom

Read 1 Corinthians 12:7-11.  In this passage various gifts or abilities are given to believers so that they might use them to help other believers in some way.  

Who or what gives these gifts?____________  

What gift has He given to you?

1F - exalt and glorify Jesus Christ
Box shaped gift with beautiful bow on top labeled - 

wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment, tongues, interpretation.

Read John 14:23-26.  Who is speaking? _________________  

Whose words are to be brought to the disciples' remembrance?  _________________
2 - the Spirit is equal to the Son

Read Genesis 1:2.  Who does it say was present at the creation?  __________________

Read Psalm 139:7-10.  More will be said on this important point when we study the doctrine of the Trinity in the next lesson.

More about the Holy Ghost
Wind blowing across the water.

These fundamental statements are not meant to say all, or even summarize, all there is to know or believe on these topics.  They are meant to be the basic understanding that most, or at least, many Christians have on these topics.  Probably all Christians believe much more than these basic statements.  In addition, there are some things like Baptism, Speaking in Tongues, etc. about which there is a lot of disagreement among Christians.  In these lessons we focus on topics on which there is less argument among Christians.  However, the Bible has much more to say about the Holy Spirit than the fundamental statement above.  We will explore a few of these additional concepts here.  Read the following verses and fill in the blanks.  (Answers are on page 4.)

Dove shaped bird descending with fire.
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Read 1 John 2:20-27.

"Unction" or "anointing" simply means that whoever receives it has been set aside for a special purpose and has been given the necessary authority or means to carry out that purpose.

(3) As believers we have a "unction" or "anointing" from _________________
(4) This "unction" or "anointing" teaches us what?  ____________________

Read 2 Corinthians 3:17.

(5) What do we find where the Spirit of the Lord is?  

____________________
Bible stick people.  One holding the chains that have just been taken off of the other and gesturing to him that he is free to go.

Long line of Bible stick people

being baptised in river.
Read Acts 1:5.

(6) What did John baptize with? ____________________



Read Acts 2:3-4.

(7) They began to speak with other tongues when they were filled with who or what? ____________________
Compare John 14:16-17 with John 14:26.

(8) What does Jesus call the Holy Ghost in verse 17? ____________________
Bible stick people in a room with flames of fire on their heads.

(9) Read Romans 8:1-27 and fill in the blanks below:

(A) The law of the Spirit of life has set us free from _________________________________

(B) The spiritually minded have _____________ and _______________

(C) The Spirit is life (or the Spirit is alive) because of _____________________

(D) The _____________ of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells or lives in you.

(E) Those who are led by the Holy Spirit are the sons or children of whom? ______________

(F) When we, in our weakness, do not know how to pray, who prays for us?  _____________

(10) Read Mark 1:1-13.

(A) How does John the Baptist say that Jesus will baptize us?  _____________________

(B) Who led Jesus into the wilderness?  _____________________

(11) Read Romans 15:13.  

The Holy Spirit empowers us to have an abundance of what?   __________________.
Sunrise with cross and the word Hope.

To learn more about the Holy Ghost read these passages:

Psalm 143 – Example prayer for the guidance of the Holy Spirit

Matthew 12:31-32 – blasphemy against (disrespect for) the Holy Spirit is not to be forgiven 

John 3:3-9 – Spiritual rebirth needed.  Spirit like the wind.

I Corinthians 12:1-14 - Spiritual gifts

Galatians 5 – Paul's exhortation to walk by the Spirit

Ephesians 4:1-7 – unity in the Spirit

1 John 4:1-15 – how to recognize the Holy Spirit

Ezekiel 11 – Example of the Holy Spirit falling on the prophet, Ezekiel

Daniel 5:10-20 – the power of the Holy Spirit working in Daniel is
Bible stick people watching as man is carried upward in a chariot of fire.

Ezekiel 11:24

recognized and acknowledged by some unbelieving pagans

Numbers 11 – The Holy Spirit as fire, cloud and wind.

Bible stick people collecting manna around the camp in the wilderness

Numbers 11:31 And there went forth a wind from the LORD, and brought quails from the sea
Bible stick man pointing to stars in the sky as he consults chart.

Daniel 5:15

------------------------------------ ANSWERS ------------------------------------

(1A) Different in various versions, Helper, Comforter, Counselor, etc. - John 16:7 (The original Greek means all these and more.) John 14:26 tells us this word is the same as the Holy Ghost.
(1B) the Spirit or Holy Ghost - Ephesians 5:18

(1C) moved or carried along - 2 Peter 1:21

(1D) Spirit, Holy Ghost or Holy Spirit

(1E) the Spirit

(1F) Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ – John 14:9

(2) Spirit of God – Genesis 1:2

(3) the Holy One  - 1 John 2:20

(4) of all things - 1 John 2:27  Most scholars take this to mean "all things you need to know."  Obviously we do not know everything.

(5) liberty or freedom

(6) water

(7) Holy Spirit or Holy Ghost

(8) Spirit of truth

(9A) the law of sin and of death - Rom 8:2

(9B) life and peace - Rom 8:6

(9C) righteousness - Rom 8:10

(9D) Spirit - Rom 8:11

(9E) God - Rom 8:14-16

(9F) The Holy Spirit Rom - 8:26-27

(10A) The Holy Spirit Mark 1:8

(10B) The Holy Spirit Mark 1:12

(11) Hope
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Name: _______________________________________
Course 102 Lesson 3
Please answer the questions below.  Please feel free to look back at the lesson or in the Bible.  When you have completed answering these questions please mail this sheet, and only this sheet, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116

Match these ministries of the Holy Spirit to their explanation:

(1) convicting
give believers the strength for Godly living and service in His



(2) empowering
to convince people of their sinfulness



(3) guidance
to fill Christians and abide with them



(4) indwelling
to show Christians what to do and what to say



(5) instruction
to teach Christians how to understand the Bible



(6) Write some of your thoughts about I Corinthians chapters 12, 13 and 14.

(7) Do you think believers are still guided by the Holy Ghost?  Explain.

(8) Do you believe the Holy Spirit has given you a special gift? Explain.

(9) What questions do you still have about the Holy Spirit? (or about anything at all)
(10) Do you have any prayer requests?
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