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101 Introduction to the Bible

Lesson 4                    Genesis

Jesus said in John 5:46, "For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me; for he wrote of me."  When Jesus refers to Moses he means the first five books of the Bible, Genesis to Deuteronomy.  We suggest you read the quiz and work on it as you read Genesis, rather than waiting until the end and trying to remember everything.
Outline of Genesis:

Subject
The Promise of Jesus Christ

Theme
The Need for Jesus Christ
The Ancestry of Jesus Christ

Reference
1:1 - 2:25
3:1 - 5:27
5:28 - 9:29
10:1 - 11:9
11:10 - 25:19
25:20 - 27:46
28:1 - 36:43
37:1 - 50:26

Person
God
Adam
Noah
Peleg
Abraham
Isaac
Jacob
Joseph

Event
Creation
Fall
Flood
Babel
Birth of a Nation

Topic
Human Race
Hebrew Race

Literary Type
Historical
Biographical

Geography
The World
Fertile Crescent (Iraq, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Israel & Egypt)

Dates
to around 2000 B.C.
From after 2200 to before 1800 B.C.

Time Period
2 or 3 thousand years
around 300 years

THE NEED FOR JESUS CHRIST
God holding earth in his hands
Creation: Read Genesis 1:1 - Genesis  2:25 and answer these questions:

Genesis 1:1 is sort of a title or introduction for the whole first two chapters.

(A1) Who created everything? ________  (A2) What did He create first? ________

(A3) In whose image are we made? ______________

(A4) How long did it take Him to create the world? _____________________

It is important to realize that Chapter 2 is a flashback giving the details of day 6 in 

Gen 1:24-30.                           (A5) What did He use to create Adam? _____________

(A6) What did He use to create Eve? ___________________
Compare Genesis 1:28 with Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16 & Luke 24:45-47
Fall of Man: Read Genesis 3:1 - Genesis 5:32 and answer the questions: Compare God's actual commandment (Gen 2:16-17) to what Eve told Satan it was (Gen 3:1-5).

(B1) What is the difference between the two versions of the commandment?
Eve offering Adam fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

How important is it that we accurately understand God's word?  Do you think Eve would have had a better chance of resisting temptation if she had known the commandment better?

(B2) What does the Bible call the fruit Adam and Eve ate? _______________________________
(B3) Besides getting kicked out of paradise how else was Eve punished? ____________________________________________________________

(B4) Besides getting kicked out of paradise how else was Adam punished?

____________________________________________________________

(B5) Who did Cain kill? ___________     (B6) Who was Adam and Eve's third son? ___________

What do you admire about Adam and Eve?  What mistakes did they make that you would like to avoid?  Notice when God talked to them about their sin Adam blamed Eve and Eve blamed Satan.  When God talked to Cain about killing his brother, Cain tried to pretend like he did not know anything about it.  The first step to 

forgiveness is to admit you have sinned and asked for forgiveness.  Blaming others and pretending innocence does not fool God.  Cain's actions demonstrated that the sin nature had been passed down from his parents.  This is the problem that requires Jesus Christ to solve.  Read Genesis 3:15.  This is believed by many to be the first promise of the coming Savior, Jesus Christ.
Man crushing snakes head with heel of his foot.

The Flood: Read Genesis 6:1 - Genesis 9:29

(C1) Had people learned not to sin from the example of Adam, Eve and Cain?  ____

(C2) How many of each kind of creature were placed on the ark? ___________

(C3) What does a rainbow mean?  _______________________
Compare Genesis 9:1 with Acts 1:8-9; John 20:21 & Matthew 28:18-20.    What do you admire about Noah?  What mistakes did he make that you would like to avoid?
People left behind during the flood with Noah's ark in the distance floating on rising water.

Drawing of the Tower of Babel
The Tower of Babel: Read Genesis 10:1 - Genesis 11:9

The first time I read Gen 11:1-9 I wondered what they had done to make God confuse their speech.  The answer lies in comparing Gen 9:1 with Gen 11:4.  Read both verses.

(D1) What were they doing wrong?  _________________________________
(D2) Had sinfulness and rebellion against God been washed from the earth by the flood?  ____________
(D3) What happened in the days of Peleg? _______________________________________

THE ANCESTRY OF JESUS CHRIST
Read Acts 7:2-16 in which Stephen summarizes Genesis chapters 11 through 50.

Man
Lifespan

Abraham
Born Gen 11:26 - Died Gen 25:8






Isaac
Born Gen 21:2 – Died Gen 35:27-29



Jacob
Born Gen 25:24-25 - Died Gen 49:28-33


Joseph
Born Gen 30:23-24 - Died Gen 50:22-26

Abraham holding knife over his beloved son Isaac who is on sacrificial altar.
Abraham: Read Genesis 11:10 - Genesis 25:18

(E1) In Genesis 12:1-3 God promises Abraham the land.  It becomes the promised land to which the Israelites return 400 years later.  (Which we will see in Exodus)  God also promises that in Abraham everyone on earth will be _____________________.

(E2) In Genesis 22:18 God promises Abraham that it is through his descendants or seed that all nations will be _________________.  Compare this verse with Acts 3:25.

(E3) What was the name of Abraham's oldest son?  _____________________.

(E4) To which of Abraham's sons was the promise of the coming Messiah given? __________________
Compare these scriptures: Genesis 17:7; 17:19, 21:1-3, 21:5, and 21:12 with these scriptures: Luke 1:55, Luke 1:73, Acts 3:25, Romans 9:7-8, Hebrews 6:13-15.   What do you admire about Abraham?  What mistakes did he make that you would like to avoid?  What do you admire about Lot?  What mistakes did he make that you would like to avoid?

To learn more about Abraham read these passages:


Romans 4:1-25 and James 2:20-26 Abraham is our example of true faith, faith in action


Galatians 3:1-29 Christians are Abraham's descendants.


Hebrews 11:8-19 Abraham and Sarah are heroes of the faith

Blind Isaac feeling of Jacob (covered with animal skins) to see if he is Esau.
Isaac: Read Genesis  22:1 - Genesis 22:19 and Genesis 22:20 - Genesis 25-18

In Genesis 22 we see what is known as a "type of Christ."  Types of Christ are passages or stories in the Old Testament which foreshadow Jesus Christ by reminding us of some aspect of the Gospel account of Jesus.  Isaac is a type of Christ.  Like Jesus, he carried the wood that would be used to offer him.  Just as Abraham offered his only son to God, God offers his only Son for all men. Both Isaac and Christ were Children of Promise. The birth of both were Pre-Announced. Both were named Before their birth. Isaac went willingly to the alter, so Christ went willingly to the Cross.

When Abraham takes Isaac to offer him to God, Isaac asks one question.  What is it? (F1) _______________________

(F2) What was Abraham's answer?  __________________ (F3) Did Abraham lie to Isaac?  __________

Look at Genesis 22:9-12 again.  What do you think was going on in Isaac's mind while this was going on?
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Jacob: Read Genesis 25:19 - Genesis 36:43

What does Genesis 25:21 tell us about prayer? 

Do you remember that we read Genesis 25:23 in our study of Obadiah two lessons ago?  It is important to remember that although we study the Bible as a library of different books it is really one Book about God's dealings with man. We must read and study the Bible in much bigger chunks, and not simply race through a couple of devotional thoughts on passages randomly selected. It is the whole counsel of God which we must learn. Study the Bible as a whole to gain the complete understanding of God's word.
Jacob bringing Esau food in payment for birthright.

Jacob asleep with Angels on ladder to Heaven.
(G1) How much did Esau sell his birth right to Jacob for?  ________________________________
(G2) Were his parents happy with Esau's choice of wives?  _______________________ 
(G3) Who helped Jacob fool Isaac into thinking Jacob was Esau? __________________
What do you admire about Isaac & Rebecca?  What mistakes did they make that you could avoid?

(G4) Who did God promise would be blessed through Jacob's descendents? ______________
(G5) What did Jacob do when he met Rachel? ______________________________________________________
Compare Genesis 27:41 with Genesis 33:4.  Do you think Jacob's gifts to Esau worked?

(G6) Who were the four women by whom Jacob had children?

__________ ____________ ___________ __________

(G7) Name the twelve sons of Jacob? 

__________ ____________ ___________ __________
__________ ____________ ___________ __________
__________ ____________ ___________ __________
Rebecca providing water for the camels.

(G8) What did God change Jacob's name to?  ___________
What do you admire about Jacob?  What mistakes did he make that you would like to avoid?

Genesis 36 What do you admire about Esau?  What mistakes did he make that you would like to avoid?
Joseph's brothers lifting him out of the pit.

Joseph: Read Genesis 37:1 - Genesis 50:26

(H1)  Which of Joseph's brothers came up with the idea of throwing him in a pit to delay killing him? _______________________

(H2)  Which of Joseph's brothers came up with the idea of selling him into slavery instead of killing him? ________________________

(H3) Who was Tamar?  _______________  Compare Genesis 38:24-30 with Matthew 1:1-3.

(H4) What did Joseph do when Potipher's wife grabbed him and tried to seduce him?  ______

_____________________________________________________

(H5) What happened to when Joseph correctly interpreted Pharaoh's dream?  __________________
(H6) Which of the brothers was kept as a hostage in Egypt?  ___________________
(H7) Which of the brothers took responsibility for returning Benjamin to Jacob?  _______________
(H8) Which of the brothers was given the authority over the others by Jacob? _______________
What do you admire about Joseph?  What mistakes did he make that you would like to avoid?

What do you admire about Judah?  What mistakes did he make that you would like to avoid?

------------------- Answers ---------------------
(A1) God - Gen 1:1

(A2) Light – Gen 1:3

(A3) God's image – Gen 1:26-27

(A4) 6 days – Gen 1:31

(A5) Dust – Gen 2:7

(A6) Adam's rib - Gen 2:21-23

(B1) God did not say, "do not touch," and Eve did not seem to know the name of the tree.

(B2) Fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil - Gen 2:17

(B3) Pain in child bearing and having her husband rule over her – Gen 3:16

(B4) Earning a living would be difficult and a source of sorrow - Gen 3:17-19 

(B5) His brother Abel – Gen 4:8

(B6) Seth - Gen 5:3

(C1) No  Gen 6:11-13.  Jesus Christ is clearly still needed.

(C2) 1 pair of unclean animals and 7 pairs of clean animals.


Man was halfway between with 4 pairs of humans. Gen 7:1-9

(C3) God will never destroy everything with a flood again.  Genesis 9:12-17

(D1) Disobeying God's command to fill the whole earth. Gen 11:4

(D2) No.  Jesus Christ is clearly still needed. Gen 9:1, Gen 11:4

(D3) The Earth was divided.  Genesis 10:25 - (a.) might refer to Babel, (b.) Continents were divided by continental drift which began in Peleg’s day. (c.) Greatly lowered sea levels soon after the flood connected all continents and when the sea level rose in Peleg’s day it divided the earth by water. Also see I Chronicles 1:19
(E1) Blessed Gen 12:3

(E2) Blessed Gen 22:18

(E3) Ishmael Genesis 16:16 and 25:12

(E4) Isaac Genesis 17:19 and 21:12

(F1) He wanted to know where was the sacrificial lamb.  Genesis 22:7.

(F2) God will provide Himself with a lamb. Genesis 22:8

(F3) No.  Genesis 22:13

(G1) A bowl of bean soup or lentil stew.  Gen 25:29-34

(G2) No  Gen 26:34-35

(G3) Jacob's mother, Rebecca, Isaac's wife.  Gen 27:5-29

(G4) Everyone.  Gen 28:11-16

(G5) Watered her sheep, kissed her and then introduced himself.  Gen 29:10-12

(G6) His wives, Leah and Rachel, and their maids, Bilhah and Zilpah.  Gen 35:23-26

(G7) Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin, Dan, Naphtali, Gad and Asher.

Gen 35:23-26

(G8) Israel Gen 35:10 (Israel means "God prevails")

(H1) Reuben Gen 37:21-22

(H2) Judah Gen 37:26-28

(H3) Judah's daughter-in-law, wife of Judah's son Er.  Gen 38:6

(H4) He ran. or He left his garment in her hand and fled, and went outside Gen 39:12

(H5) Pharaoh put him in charge of Egypt.  Gen 41:38-46

(H6) Simeon  Gen 42:24

(H7) Judah  Gen 43:8-9

(H8) Judah Gen 49:8-10  This is also considered to be a prophesy fulfilled by David and by Jesus, who were both descended from Judah. (Shiloh means Peace)

Name ______________________
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Please answer the following questions by looking up the Bible verses or looking back at this lesson. When you have completed it mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Church, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116

[1] For each of the people in Genesis listed below try to find some examples from Genesis of good and bad qualities.  The first one is done for you as an example:

Good Examples 

good deeds, strengths, wise choices, honesty, honorable, moral, righteous, right-minded, patience, consideration, kindness, hope, upright, virtuous, faith and/or positive quotes.
Bad Examples

sins, faults, foibles, follies, weaknesses, evil, immoral, greed, lying, viciousness, wicked, wrong, stubbornness, pride, selfishness, worldly ambition, unbelief and/or negative quotes

Adam: Took care of the garden.  He was sinless until he ate the apple.  Gave the animals their names.  He was made in God's image.
Disobeyed God when he ate fruit from the tree of knowledge of good & evil and then blamed Eve for his weakness. 

Eve



Noah



Abraham



Lot



Isaac



Rebecca



Jacob



Esau



Joseph



Judah



(More on Back)
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[2] What are the most valuable and/or interesting things you learned from Genesis?
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[3] Which verse would you choose to memorize from Genesis?
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[4] Do you have any questions for us?
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[5] Do you have any prayer requests?
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