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101 Introduction to the Bible

Lesson 3                    Philemon

We are going to look at another short book so that we can introduce some more general ideas about Bible study.  When you have done your reading assignments answer the questions on pages 5 & 6 and mail that sheet, and that sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116 or give it to us in the weekly service. 
We want to use our study of Philemon to introduce a few more general concepts of Bible study.  With Obadiah we considered context, which is very important.  In this lesson we are going to look at ten basic rules that make up what we call a "Bible Reading Guide" plus one overriding consideration.  The rules are listed to the right.  They conclude with the most important consideration of all, "Expect to find Jesus everywhere in the Bible."  The whole book is about Him. 

Read Philemon.  It only has 25 verses.

If you are like me when I first read Philemon I was not impressed.  It is a personal letter from Paul to some guy named Philemon who is not mentioned anywhere else in the Bible.  It is about some other guy named Onesimus.  Although it mentions God and Jesus Christ it does not seem to say anything new about them.  Let's apply the ten guidelines to this little book, and see what can be learned from this little book.

[1]  Keep in mind at all times that it is God's Word.  

Read 2 Timothy 3:15-17.  What does it say is given by inspiration of God.  ____________________
That means Philemon is God's Word.  We need to respect and treasure it.  Remember that God is all knowing and all wise.  It would be very easy to just ignore these odd, little, twenty-five verses and move to the next book.  It is God's word, however, and therefore deserves our attention.  We'll take the time to apply the other principles to it and watch God work.
Bible Reading Guide - Psalm 119

Is 55:9-12, Rom 10:17

[1]  Keep in mind at all times that it is God's Word.

2 Tim 3:15-17, Psalm 85:8

[2]  Pray for divine help and spiritual illumination.

Psalm 119:18, 2 Peter 1:19-21, 1 Cor 2:12-14

[3]  Expect God to teach you something.

2 Tim 2:15, Act 17:11

[4]  Read with faith and obedience

1 Sam 3:9-10, Psalm 1

Heb 4:2, Psalm 119:160, James 1:22, John 7:17

[5]  Engage your heart as well as your mind.

Psalm 119:103, Psalm 119:127

Psalm 119:2, Rom 15:4,

[6]  Read frequently and with a plan.

Luke 4:16, Dan 6:10, Deut 8:3, Matt 4:4

[7]  Remember what you read.

Psalm 119:16, Deut 6:6, Rom 12:1-2

[8]  Include meditation and prayer.

Ps 63:5, Ps 119:27, 97, Ps 1:2, Eph 6:10-24, 

Matt 6:9-13, Luke 11:2-4, John 17

[9]  Talk about what you read.

Deut 6:6-7, Psalm 119:13, 46, 108 & 172

[10] Keep in mind why God gave us the Bible.

Rom 15:4, Luke 1:2-4, John 5:39

Acts 10:43, Acts 13:32-33, Hebrews 9:15

EXPECT TO FIND JESUS EVERYWHERE

John 5:39, Acts 10:43, Acts 13:32-33



Stick man kneeling, pleading with God.
[2]  Pray for divine help and spiritual illumination.  You will need the Holy Spirit's guidance to learn from the scriptures.  Read Psalm 119:18.  What does the Psalmist ask God to do so that he might behold wondrous things out of God's law?  ______________________________


I did pray, but before I did, I consulted a few commentaries about this book.  They were pretty much in agreement that Paul wrote this letter from prison in Rome.  (See verses 9, 10 and 23)  They all claimed that Onesimus was a runaway slave that Paul was sending back to Philemon with this letter in his hands.  Although the book never says that, it does seem to fit what is being said.  I find the whole idea of slavery repugnant.  The notion that Paul could be supporting it by returning Philemon's "property" to him was hard for me to accept.  The fact that Paul is asking Philemon to be nice to him and forgive him for running away (and maybe doing some other things) does not make it any better, at least for me.  I did pray and God did open my eyes.  He led me to another scripture passage.  Before I share it with you let's look at the next principle of Bible reading.

Man standing on hilltop looking into space with question mark.
3]  Expect God to teach you something.  You prayed, expect God to answer.  Read Acts 17:11.  How often did they search the scriptures expecting to find in them the truth?  (A) _____________  Read for yourself; impartially, and without prejudice. In every

passage, try to have before your mind the whole scene, and all the circumstances.  Compare

passage with passage.  Examine yourself on what you have read.  Make a careful and cautious use of commentaries.  Read with unbroken attention.  Besides the unpleasant information about supporting slavery that I found in the commentaries I also found mention of another Scripture passage.  Read Deuteronomy 23:15-16.  According to this passage are runaway slaves to be returned to their "owners"? (B)  __________  Paul had been a Pharisee and was an expert on God's law.  He must have known about this passage.  If Onesimus was a runaway being returned to Philemon, Onesimus was going of his own free will, not because Paul approved of slavery and was somehow forcing him to go.

People reading
[4]  Read with faith and obedience.  Be willing to obey what you find in the Scriptures. Believe what you read.  Let all that you read be applied to yourself, in the way of self-examination.  Read James 1:22.  Besides hearing the word what else are we supposed to do?  ______________________________

How do you expect the Holy Spirit to talk to you if you do not believe what he says?  How long would you bother to pour your heart out to someone who was not listening?  If you only obey when you agree you are not really obeying.    How should I apply this principle to Philemon?  As I look at it I find nothing that challenges my faith and no command to obey or advice to follow.  Perhaps after I have applied more of the principles below, this part will become more clear.

man with prominent heart in his chest
5]  Engage your heart as well as your mind.  Seek to have your emotions engaged while you read.  These are not a collection of myths.  The stories in the Bible really happened to real people.  Imagine how they must have felt.  Cherish the Scriptures.  Read Romans 15:4.  What emotion does it say we might experience from the patient acceptance of the comfort of the scriptures?  __________ How does this apply to Philemon?  Certainly I had already done some of this.  I was upset at the support I thought Paul was showing for slavery.  I was wrong 

about that, but at least my heart was engaged.  What else is going on in this letter that might be a matter of the heart?  What is really going on with these real people?

Two possible explanations seem to fit.  In both explanations, Paul led Philemon to Christ. (suggested by verse 19)  Philemon opened his home to have a church there.  A fellowship of believers met there on a regular basis.  (verse 2)  What is not clear is whether this happened before or after Onesimus ran away.  If it happened before that means Onesimus already knew Paul and probably sought him out in Rome.  If it happened after Onesimus ran away, then he met Paul in Rome somehow, and after Paul led Onesimus to the Lord, they discovered that they both knew Philemon.  (My opinion is that Onesimus would not have found it necessary to run away from a Christian master.)  Either way, it is clear that Onesimus was led to the Lord by Paul in Rome. (verse 10)

What we have here is an example of how Christians should feel about each other.  Paul led these two men to the Lord and then trusted and believed in them.  Paul believed that Onesimus would deliver the letter and trusted that he would make himself useful.  (Onesimus is a Greek word meaning "useful" or "profitable" so verse 11 is a play on words.)  Paul believed that Philemon would treat Onesimus with kindness.  (verse 21)

This now gives me something to use with principle 4.  I need to treat my fellow believers with trust and respect.  I also need to bless them and pray for them as Paul did Philemon and his family. (verses 1 to 4)  I need to compliment them and acknowledge their accomplishments as Paul does Philemon.  (in verses 4 to 7).
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101 Introduction to the Bible Lesson 3 - Philemon

man holding plan and clock in 

background
[6]  Read frequently and with a plan.  Set apart a special time for devotional reading.  Read with patience and self-denial.  Read the Bible more than you read any thing else.  Read the Bible daily.  Let your daily portion be of proper length; neither too much nor too little.  Read Matthew 4:4.  Besides food what does it say we need in order to be able to live?  _________________

________________________________________  How often do you eat?  How often do you read God's word?  Read with a plan so that you do not read one part of the Bible a lot and another part only a little.  This is the part that really applies to the book of Philemon.  Without this course to force us to consider each of the 66 books of the Bible what would have brought Philemon to our attention?  It is part of God's word and should be read.  Complete one book before you begin another.  You can observe better how the Bible is all connected together, everything in its proper place as the writer intended, if you read it a lot.  Remember what we studied about the importance of context in the last lesson.  The more you read the better you will be able to apply the context principles.  Read the Bible abundantly.  A good plan is to read the New Testament twice and the Old Testament once each year.

Stick man with palm slapping forehead

questioning
[7]  Remember what you read.  Fill your memory with all that you read in the Bible.  Commit to memory some portion of Scripture frequently.  Read Deuteronomy 6:6.  Where is His word to be kept?  ____________________ How much scripture do you have memorized?  Do not memorize comfort verses only.  Also memorize duty verses.  Which verse might be best for memorizing in Philemon?  I like verses 3 and 25.

[8]  Include meditation and prayer.  Think about what you have read even when your Bible is not open in front of you.  How do you expect to apply something to your life if you do not think about it?  Read Psalm 1:1-6 How often does the Psalmist meditate on God's word?  __________

__________  Much of Scripture is prayer.  The Lord's Prayer, (Matt 6:9-13, Luke 11:2-4)
Man kneeling in prayer

Jesus' prayer for his disciples in John's Gospel, (John 17) etc.  Also, many Psalms are really prayers.  Use God's own words in your prayers to him.  Philemon verse 25 is a prayer.

Stick people sitting at table sharing coffee.
[9]  Talk about what you read.  Frequently converse with others about what you have been reading.  Often Christian friends can help us better understand what we have read.  Surely our non-Christian friends need to hear about God's word.  Read Deuteronomy 6:6-7  When are we to talk about God's word?

(A) ________________________________________
(B) ________________________________________
(C) ________________________________________
(D) ________________________________________
We talk about movies we see and other books we read.  Why not the Bible?  Are we ashamed?  If you were to talk with someone about the book of Philemon what would you say?

Moses with stone tablets of God's commandments
[10] Keep in mind why God gave us the Bible.  In all your reading, remember that reading the Bible is for your own good.  God did not write it as some exercise for an English Literature course.  Read John 20:30-31.  Why did John write his Gospel account?  ___________

___________________________________________________

(Also read Luke 1:1-4)  What good did it do you to study Philemon?

[11] Expect to find Jesus everywhere!
According to John 5:39 who is testified of in the Scriptures?  (A) __________
According to Acts 10:43 all the prophets give witness to who? (B) __________
Name of Jesus made into fish logo.



Where is Jesus in Philemon?

In verses 1 and 9 Paul says that he is the prisoner of Jesus Christ recognizing that the circumstance of being in prison was in the hands of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

In verse 3 Paul prays that Philemon will be blessed with the grace and peace from Jesus Christ.

In verse 5-6 Paul compliments Philemon for his love of and faith in the Lord Jesus.

In verse 8 Paul gives Christ the credit for his boldness.

In verse 16 Paul calls Philemon a brother "in the Lord."  He repeats the phrase twice in verse 20.

In verse 23 Paul calls Epaphras, some mutual friend of Paul and Philemon, a fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus.

In verse 25 Paul again prays that Philemon will have the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, and perhaps most important, Paul imitates Christ in both sacrifice and intercession.  Paul sacrifices his comfort by letting Onesimus leave him.  He intercedes for Onesimus with Philemon.  We, also, should try to imitate Jesus Christ in our lives.

Why Study Philemon?

1. It is a picture of our relationship with Christ – for we are all His slaves 

2. It is a practical example of forgiveness between believers

3. It gives insight into Paul’s character – mediator.  The knowledge of the true character of Paul would be greatly diminished without the letter to Philemon in our Bible.  It opens a window on Paul’s character. He is a man who is also an apostle, full of sympathy and concern for a person in distress and willing to do all in his power to help, even at a cost.

------------------------------------  ANSWERS  ------------------------------------

 [1]
All Scripture

 [2]
He prays for opened eyes. 

 [3]
(A) Daily 


(B)  No 

 [4]
Be doers of the word.

 [5]
Hope 

 [6]
every word of God  

 [7]
In our heart


 [8]
day and night

 [9]
In any order:


(A) When sitting in your house  


(B) When you are walking


(C) When you go to bed 


(D) When you get up

[10]
So that we might believe and have life

[11]
(A) Jesus  (B) Jesus



Name ______________________
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Philemon Questions[image: image4.png]





Please answer the following questions by looking up the Bible verses or looking back at this lesson. We used the New American Standard Version but another version should work as well.  When you have completed it mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116

(1) Besides Paul, the book of Philemon has two main characters, a slave and a master.  Which is which[image: image5.png]



(2) What is your plan for reading the Bible[image: image6.png]
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(3) Which verse or verses would you select from Philemon to memorize[image: image8.png]


  Why [image: image9.png]



(4) If you were to talk with someone about the book of Philemon what do you think you might say[image: image10.png]



(5) Why do you think God gave us the Bible[image: image11.png]



(6) Do you have any questions[image: image12.png]



(7) Do you have any prayer requests[image: image13.png]
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