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101 Introduction to the Bible

             Lesson 2 - Obadiah

General Instructions: These first four pages are a guide for you to use as you read Obadiah.  When you have completed your reading assignments, answer the questions on pages 5 & 6 and mail that sheet only to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116, or give it to us in the weekly service.  Do not forget to include your name.                                                                  

Read Obadiah.  It only has 21 verses.  Fill in the blanks below.

If you are like most people you did not understand Obadiah very well.  In fact, it is likely, that you did not get one idea from it, that makes much sense to you at all.  This serves as a good example of the importance of context in understanding Scripture.  In fact context is essential to the understanding of anything.  Suppose one

man says to another, "There is something wrong upstairs."  What does that mean to you?

____ He thinks there is a problem on the floor above.  

____ He is suggesting that someone has a mental problem of some kind.

____ He is saying that the people who manage his place of work are not doing well.

Without more context it is impossible to really be sure.  Suppose in response to the comment about something being "wrong upstairs" the listener answers, "Yeah, somebody has lost his marbles."  With this additional context, it seems likely, that it is a mental problem, that is being discussed.  On the other hand if we back up to take in a larger picture, and we can see a hole in the ceiling with marbles falling through it in between the two men, our ideas change back to a more literal understanding of what is being said.  There is actual trouble upstairs, which is leading to marbles being lost through a hole.  Context is very important.

Immediate Context:  With the Bible there are several contexts to consider.  First there is the immediate context.  The immediate context is the rest of the verse, and other verses right around the one we are trying to understand at the moment.  Consider the statement from Psalm 14:1 (which is repeated in Psalm 53:1) " There is no God."  Yes, it really says that.  Look it up. (A) What else does it say?  _____________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

With this additional immediate context, we can see, that the verse is saying exactly the opposite of what we at first might have thought.  The Bible is not saying there is no God.  It is instead saying that those who do not believe there is a God are foolish.

Another example:  Acts 14:11 says, “The gods have become like men, and have come down to us." This seems to suggest that the Bible is in agreement with the pagan idea that there are many "gods" instead of just One.   Read Acts 14:8-15.  Is the Bible promoting paganism?  Did the Apostle Paul approve of this statement?
(B) _______________________________________________________________
When you are trying to understand scripture, you must think about the context.  If

someone begins to quote Scripture to you, you need to remember to stop and think

about the immediate context of what they are quoting.  They may be deceived in their
Man with fingers in his ears and his back turned to God.

There is no God

understanding or, God forbid, deliberately trying to deceive you.

Immediate context is extremely important, when trying to understand puzzling things in the Bible.  However, in the case of Obadiah, the immediate context helps little.  Since we have already read the whole book, we really do not have any more immediate context to see.

Context of Whole Bible:  Another context to consider is the Bible as a whole.  We should ask ourselves, when taken together, what does the Bible say about the topic, which is in the passage we are reading?  That does not mean you are to put unrelated verses together.  Matthew 27:5 says "Judas went and hanged himself" and Luke 10:37 says, "Go and do thou likewise"!

Does that mean we are supposed to hang ourselves?  (C)  _____________

Of course, not.  Considering the context of the Bible as a whole is to consider what other verses on the same topic say, each in its own immediate context.

Let's use Obadiah as an example of using this wider context to aid understanding.  If you look at the book of Obadiah again you will notice that it has several capitalized words.  Six are mentioned more than one time each:

They are? (D) ____________, ____________, ____________, ____________, ____________, ____________

"Jacob," many will recognize, is one of the patriarchs and the father of the twelve tribes of Israel, several of which are mentioned by name in Obadiah.  "Jerusalem" was one of the main cities of the Jews and we hear it mentioned throughout the Bible.  "Zion" is one of the names of one of the hills in Jerusalem.  Of course, we expect the "Lord" to be mentioned several times.  It is, after all, His book.  "Edom" is mentioned twice and "Esau" several times.  These two are not as quickly recognized by us.  Because they are not frequent throughout the Bible but common here we might be able to use them as a key to begin to unlock the Biblical context of this book.  The idea is to find other passages, that speak about these two things and see if that enlightens our understanding of Obadiah.  To do that, we can use a kind of book called an "exhaustive concordance" which lists alphabetically each word used in the Bible, and every place that it is in Bible.

Consulting an exhaustive concordance of the Bible we find that Edom or Esau are mentioned in 67 passages in the Bible besides Obadiah:

Genesis 25:19-34
Numbers 20:14-21
Judges 5:4 
2 Kings 8:20-22
Psalms 83:6 
Jeremiah 27:3 
Joel 3:19 

Genesis 26:34-35
Numbers 21:4 
Judges 11:17-18
2 Kings 14:7-10
Psalms 108:9-10 
Jeremiah 40:11 
Amos 1:6-11

Genesis 27:1-42
Numbers 24:18 
1 Samuel 14:47 
2 Kings 16:6 
Psalms 137:7 
Jeremiah 49:7-22
Amos 2:1 

Genesis 28:5-8
Numbers 33:37 
1 Samuel 21:7 
1 Chronicles 1:34-54 
Isaiah 11:14 
Lam 4:21-22
Amos 9:12 

Genesis 32:1-19
Numbers 34:3 
1 Samuel 22:9-22
2 Chronicles 8:17 
Isaiah 21:11 
Ezekiel 25:12-14
Obadiah 1:1-21

Genesis 33:1-16
Deut 2:4-29
2 Samuel 8:12-14 
2 Chronicles 21:8-10
Isaiah 34:5-11
Ezekiel 32:29 
Malachi 1:2-4

Genesis 35:1 
Deut 23:7 
1 Kings 9:26 
2 Chronicles 25:14-24
Isaiah 63:1 
Ezekiel 35:1-15
Romans 9:13 

Genesis 35:29 
Joshua 15:1 
1 Kings 11:1-17
2 Chronicles 28:17 
Jeremiah 9:26 
Ezekiel 36:5 
Hebrews 11:20 

Genesis 36:1-43
Joshua 15:21 
1 Kings 22:47 
Psalms 60:1-9
Jeremiah 25:21 
Daniel 11:41 
Hebrews 12:16

Exodus 15:15 
Joshua 24:4 
2 Kings 3:8-26





Genealogy0000000000000000000000000 

Look up as many of these as you have time and energy to read.  For those of my readers who lack time or energy, I will summarize a few key points.  Esau was the father of the nation of Edom.  Esau was also Jacob's twin brother.  The nation of Edom was an enemy to the tribes descended from Jacob, and the nation of Israel that came from them.

Historical, Geographical And Cultural Context: The other contexts we need to consider is the historical, geographical and cultural contexts of the passage we are studying.  Historical context tells us what was going on 
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with people at the time.  Geographical context tells us about the characteristics of the place where the story in the book takes place.  Cultural context tells us about the social norms and laws of the people in the passage.

Although there is considerable historical, cultural and geographical information to be gained from the Bible itself our knowledge may be enhanced by other sources, and other sources outside the Bible are usually organized better for reference and research.  It can be found in history books, atlases, Bible encyclopedias, Bible dictionaries, and Bible commentaries.  We must be careful in our use of such external sources.  They often have errors in them.  Sometimes the authors are not careful to distinguish between what they know, and what they guess.  Nevertheless, without some idea of what was going on at the time the Bible passage was written, it may be  impossible to get any sense from the passage.
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Rather than send you to look in a bunch of reference books to find information, I will share with you some of what I found to be helpful in understanding the book of Obadiah.  Cultural context will tell us that Edomites, who were the descendants of Esau, lived in a place called Edom just south of where the descendants of Jacob lived in a place called Israel.  Historical context tells us that Obadiah was probably written right after one of the many fights that occurred between the Edomites and Israelites.  Geographical context will tell us that Edom was a rocky, mountainous land, that was easy to defend.

As you read the historical, geographical, and cultural context below answer the questions.

Obadiah means Servant of Jehovah.  We know nothing else about him.  In which verse does Obadiah say his name?  (E) _____  Teman was a grandson of Esau, who gave his name to one of the tribes of Edom.  Often in those days the names of tribes and their originator were the same.  Edom was really Esau's nickname meaning "red."  Where does Obadiah mention Teman? (F) _____ 

As they grew into nations, the children of Israel went into the promised land and the children of Esau went to the south and east, into a rocky mountainous wilderness.
Where does Obadiah say Edom lived in a high place?  (G)  _____
In 1812 archaeologists discovered an abandoned city there, called Petra, actually hewn out of solid cliffs of red tinted rock. It had been the capital of Edom in its glory days.  It was an impregnable fortress, so safe from attack that Egypt, Babylon, and Assyria deposited money there. It was sort of like the Switzerland or Cayman Islands of today, which are centers for international banking.  Just a handful of men could guard the narrow canyons, which form its approaches. However, they were living in a false security. In their pride they felt that they did not need God anymore.  They ceased to worship Him in their civilization.  It was during this time that Obadiah wrote this little book. 
Current photo of narrow passageway leading into historical city of

Petra

Some scholars believe the book of Obadiah was in response to an incident when other enemies of Israel had defeated the Israelites in battle, and the Edomites had killed the Israelite soldiers as they tried to run into Edom for sanctuary.  Where does Obadiah mention violence against Jacob, rejoicing over Jacob's troubles, and cutting off escaping soldiers?  (H)  _____ 

Then there was an earthquake that made the place difficult to inhabit.  In a generation Petra was deserted and Edom, or Idumea as it was later called, became an inconsequential tribe over which other countries took turns having domination.  Where does Obadiah mention the day of the Lord's judgement, and how Edom would become insignificant?  (I)  _____ 

A generation or two after the entire region was conquered by Alexander the Great, the Jews revolted against the domination of the Greek culture, and included the region of Idumea in their new Jewish nation.  For a couple hundred years they had a Jewish king.  Then an Edomite courtier, named Antipater, through subterfuge, deceit and poison took control.  He was the father of Herod the Great.  It was this Herod who traitorously delivered Judah into the hands of the Romans without a fight.  He is also the Herod who tried to kill Jesus as a baby.  Antipater was an ancestor to the other Herod who had John the Baptist beheaded and conspired with Pilate and the Temple Priests to crucify Jesus.  In fact, many of the Temple Priests and Sadducees mentioned in the New Testament were of mixed Jewish and Edomite ancestry, and also related in some way to Antipater.

In a final betrayal, that echoed their behavior at the time of Obadiah, it was Edomites who tricked the Jews into letting them into Jerusalem in 70 A.D., by promising to help them fight against the Romans, who besieged the city.  Once inside the Edomites opened the gates to the Romans and assisted in the destruction of the city.  Where does it mention a siege of Jerusalem and Edom mistreating Jacob?  (J) _____ 

After this Edom passed out of history.  The place once called Edom is part of the current nation of Israel.  Where does Obadiah say things that make it sound like Edom would one day be under the control of Israel?
(K)  _____ 

Read the book of Obadiah again.  As you do all this additional information may have helped some of it to start to make sense.  For instance, when it says in verses 3-4,  "… thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high … Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars…" it should be more clear.  The knowledge that the nation of Edom, the descendants of Esau, did indeed live high in a rocky mountain area behind clefts in the rock that were easy to defend, should make these verses somewhat more understandable.

BROTHERS
Esau
Jacob

NATIONS
Edom
Israel

NATURE
Earthly
Heavenly

CHARACTER
Proud / Rebellious
Chosen / Set Apart

There are still parts of this little book called Obadiah, I do not understand, but the overall outline has become clear.  The Edomites were arrogant in their belief that they were safe, and did not need God.  They were cruel in their treatment of the Israelites.  God was laying plans to judge them for that.  We know from history and the New Testament, that they did not repent.  We know from history, that they have ceased to exist as a nation.  To me this means, they have been judged as a nation.

There are several lessons that might be learned from our study of Obadiah.

· God is not impressed by our arrogance and pride.

· God hates cruelty, dishonesty, and lack of repentance.

· If God warns us about something He is not making empty threats.  If he promises something he will do it.  He will keep His word, pleasant or unpleasant.

This lesson has also served as a chance for us to learn more about the importance of context in studying the Bible.  It may be that you do not have any of the reference books we mentioned like, Bible Atlases etc.  That does not mean that you can not understand the Bible.  It just means that God has so arranged your circumstances to make you focus on other aspects of understanding His word.  There is plenty to be understood just using the context of the Bible itself.  Coming to understand God's word is a life time job.  If you do not have access to these kinds of books right now, there will be opportunities later to use them.  Besides, in this course we will, when possible, insert extra contextual information, as we have in this lesson.
Map showing location of city of Petra in the land of Edom.

---------------------------------------- Answers ----------------------------------------
(A) The fool hath said in his heart, 'There is no God.'

(B) No   In fact, Paul quotes Deuteronomy 32:21 against it. (See Romans 10:19)

(C) NO!

(D) Edom, Esau, Jacob, Jerusalem, Lord, and Zion, in any order.

(E) Verse 1


(F) Verse 9

(G) Verses 3-4

(H) Verses 10-14

(I) Verses 15-16

(J) Verses 10-14

(K) Verses 17-20
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    Name: _____________________________________


Please answer the following questions by looking up the answers in the Bible, in your lesson, or giving your opinion.  When complete, mail this sheet, and this sheet only, to Love Bible Study, PO Box 299, Madison, TN 37116
(1) What is the difference between immediate context and Biblical context[image: image6.png]



(2) What is the difference between cultural, historical and geographical context[image: image7.png]



(3) Why is context important when trying to understand scripture[image: image8.png]



(4) Besides context, what else did you learn from studying Obadiah that is useful in your Christian walk[image: image9.png]



(5) If someone asked you what the book of Obadiah was about, what would you tell them[image: image10.png]



(6) Do you have any questions about this lesson? About the Bible?  About anything[image: image11.png]



(7) What are your prayer requests[image: image12.png]
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